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Every man therefore _ 


hath heard and hath learn- 


.\cd of the Father - mah 
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| briefly © 
r. Blinde cntelefalſe, 
or preſumptuous ſecuri- 
| ty, whereby men content | 
| themſelves in their pre- 
| ſent condition,preſuming' 
-alis wel with them, when 
there is no ſuch matter. 
_' 2. Being convinced of | 
| this, they berbink how to! 
|'fave themſelves : y 
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coming unto Cu n 1 sr,| 3 
fall which. I deſire ro 
| reduce to theſe following 
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1 by the Miniſters. 


'no more 'to- be looked. . 


| lome fins which they hear 
themſelves : reproved: of | 


3. The. finger being 
convinced of his utter in- 


bimfelf, at length gets up | 
a ſtaire higher,and 1 foes all 

his performances & pray- 4 
ers, and dutics to be of no 


that he miiſt leave all, and. 


by faith 3 & this he'thin 

he can do well cnough, 
and ſo thruſts himſelf up- | 
onChrift, thinking all ho 
work is then done,, and, 


afrer.” 


further, and, OR cam he 


ability .to.. pleaſe God in | 


power inthemſclves, but | | 


cleave onely; unto. Fen ” 


4. If he hes this falls | 
| him too, then he goes yet | 


: | drawn unto Cirir. Z i =-# | 
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Cannot come to 0 Chriſt, CX- 


cept Chriſt give him his 
'hand, and help him up : 


| therefore now he willat- | 
'\rend upon the ordinances, 


and labour and beſtirre 
himſelf hard in the uſe 


ceiving thereby to ham- 


py. And. here he reſts, 
hanging as it were upon 


Tong,cill at laſt the waves 
and winds growing fierce 
and violent ; he is beaten 


off from his hold; and ſo 
fi nks for ever. 
Belides theſe, there are 


other kinds of hinderices | 


which do not indeed de- 


JT a man of title and 
intereſt 


of all good means, con-| 


Wd he pou be poor ts uhring Chriſtias | 


[mer out atlaſt, a faith of | 
his own to make him hap- 


{the out {ide of the Ark, ſo |. 
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intereſt ro eternall happi- 
nefſe, bur make the way. 


redious8 uncomfortable, | 


1o that he cannor come to 


fires and longs to do; the 
ground whereof is this, 


way to come unto Chrift 
thanever he ordained or, 
revealed, when weſcrup 


a ſtandard by Gods Stan- | 


dard, and out of our own 
imagination make another 


condirion of beleeving| 


than ever Chrift required 


lor ordained. Thus we 


make barres in the way, 

and manacle our hands, 8 
I fetter- our feet, and then 
f- we complain we cannot 
> \g0O :. thus it is with you 
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| Chriſt ſo readily as he de- | 


when mea 0.1t of carnall = 
reaſon contrive another} 
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| poor Chriſtians, and the 
{: Three |fault 1s your own. Now | 
- | ain kin amongſt many there be 
| © | three hinderances which 
{ keepmen | are Chiefly-to be obſer- 
q frombrÞ.) ed, by which many gra- 
ES cious hearts are maryel- 
| louſly bindred from-com- 
ing-to , and from recea- 
'ving that comfort from 
Chrift, which they might, 
and heeis willing to be- 
| Fir, thediftreſedſoul| 
cing happily truly hum- | 
bled, bes notice of the| 
beauty of holinefle, and |. 
| the Image of God ſtampt 
{ upon theheartsof his chil- 
dren,and of all thoſe pre-] 
cious promiſes which God}. 
| hath wadeto all thatare 
| his:* Now the ſoul ſeeing || 
| 14: theſe! 
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ryed. with. power againſk 
My corruptions-to. maſter | 


[ſome hope ; but when T 
| haye nopower againſt fin, | - 
nor any. heart to ſeck. ſo| 
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theſe, begins thus to.rcu-. | 
ſon with himſelf , and| 
faith, Surely if I were ſo |. 
holy & ſo gracious, .then-| 


I might have hope. to re- 


ceave_the pardon of my | 
ſinþes ; for. were my heart | 


ſo nlarged to duties, and 
could. my; heart be ſocar- 


them., then there were 


gore ately for aChrift; 


how dare I think that an q - 


meri cy belongs to-me, ha- 
810 many. wants*:thus 


me up on ir, Pace 


theyhave not that inlarge* | 


xey:d; dare.nor comero the| 


—_ ﬀ_—_— 
ot 
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ment to- duties, and that 
ower againſt corruption 

hich ſometimes the 
[Saints of God have. — | 
| Burwe muſt know this. 
[doth not hinder, we make | 
it a hinderance, when in-/ 
truth ir is none; for ob- 
ſerve it, we myſt not think: 
to bring enlargement and. 
hope torhe promiſe, but. 
we muſt go to the pro- 
miſe for them ; hope muſt 
be ftirred, & defire quick-| 
 [ned,/ and love & joy kind-| 
led by the promiſe ; who; 
made this a _conditiod of: 
the Covenant, that a man. 
muſt have ſo much en-: 
largment before he come: 
{ro the promiſe © our Savi-| 
[our requires no portion, |. 
. [but meer poverty and; 
| | | empt1- | 
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emptineſſe : if thou haſt 
.nothing,he wil have thee, 
| provided that thou wilt 
- have him ; The »:c4 he-ſends 
[empty away , but the poor 


muſt not. think -to come 


| 
or ſuſficiece of our ſelves, 
no power againſt corrup- 
tion, .nor enlargement to 


1s ſatisfied, and the thirfty:| 
| refreſhed,thereis nothing | 
required on our {ide, bur |- 
| onely to receive hin as a| 
 husband : Buy witheut m0- 
zey, faith-the Text ; you- 


and buy a husband ; the | 
Lord looks for no power | 
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duties; if you will be con- 
tent that Chriſt ſhall rake 
all from you, and diſpoſe. 
of you, then, take. a Savz- 
e4r, and have him... : 
But the. poore- ſoule 


Wert. 
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| an$how ſhal I kno | 
( T have a true title. to the | 


promiſe? 


intereſt in Chriff, than 


t0b: te Sonnes of God, even 


as many as had ſuch en- 


| tike Chriſt upon thoſe 
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this,thytaking of theLord: 
Chriſt as a Savionr wholly, | 
andasa husband, 7ohz 1. 
12, As many 45 reueved| 
him , to him he gave power | 
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tearins:; 


wy Je poor doubting C hriſtian E | | 
faith, if I go thus hud- 
winked, how ſhall I know | 
"_ I do nor tow that ; 


thar | 


I anſwer, there is no/| 
better argument in the 
world that thou haſt an. 


to them that bitzeve 03 bis | 
Name. He doth not ay, t0- 


largement in; duties, and | 
{ſuch power againſt cor- | 
r:ptions ; butif thou wilt 
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 drawnunto Chri#t. 


trearms which he offers 
' himſelf, there is no better 


argument under heaven, | 
that thouhaſt a ticle tothe |. 
promiſe. There is a deſpe- | 
rate deſpair .that often 
ſeizeth-upon the hearts of | 


diſtreſſed lingers. 


Therefore in the {ſecond | 
| [place, as the finner looks. 


upon the excellency of 
Chriſt , and grace,and his 


will-not venture upen the 
promiſe, {5 he looks up 


worthineſle; and there- 
fore dares not venture up 
on mercy; he views the 
number of his ſinsſo m3- 


ny and vile, and-the.con- | 
tin1ance of them ſolons, | 


abont 


own inſufficiency, and ſo | 


on his own ſinfulnefle and | 


and he ſeeth the floods of 
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he can ,he wil avke 4 man; 
that he ſhall never ſee his | 


| as T liſt; but whea the ſin- 
ner will needs ſee his ſin, 
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 abominarions coming in 
 amain upon his foul, and 
' Saran helps him forwards 


hereto; for this is the po- | 


 licy of the Devill, thar,if 


fin, bur lay, there js mer- 
cy cno:gh 1n a Saviour, 
and therefore I may live 


then he will let him ſee 
nothing but ſin ; the one 


that he may pref ume, and; 
the other that he.may de- 
ſpair. 

Now the: poor fi ſinner 
 ftaies here: tell him of the} 
mercy of God, and of the} 
plentiors- redemption in| 
Chriſt, and'of the. riches 


of the. freeneſſe of Gods: 
| grace,l. 
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drawn unto Chriſt, | 


that I haye any intercſt in. 


| poring;' and faſtened,and- 
| ſetled upon his corrupri-/ 
| on,and is ever ſtirring the 


| ſeeshis ſine, then he be- 
holds ſo much vileneſfe in 
himſelf, that he dares not | 


Cm——_ 


race , what, ſaith he, 


z0uld I think that there. 


is any mercy for me, and. 


Chriſt ? that were ſtrange. 
And thus the ſoul is here 


wound, and never gocs to 
the Phyſitian:Fora manis | 
as well kept from looking ' 
to Chriſt by deſpair, as by 
preſumption. ;. before he 
ſees his1tn, he thinks his | 
condition is good, and he. 
hath a ſufficiency of his 
own,. and needs not ga| 
to Chriſt; and when he 


50: to Chriit, leſt when | 
n he | 
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faith, Chrift leſus came into. 


whom. Lam the chief : and. 


| he goes. before him, he: 
ſend him down to the pit. | 
Herein the Devill js very:|- - 
| ſubtill ; but this doth nort;|. 


| hinder ourtitle to Chr. 
neirher ought it.to diſcou- 
Fagg,0ur hearts from lay-- 
ing hold on ſalvation. 

_ Forfirſt;(obſerve it)for- 

whom did Chri#f come in- 


- xv W. 


| 


tothe world,& for whom 
did he Cie when he was | 
come © it was not for. the! 
righteous, that needed him | 


not ,- but for. the poor /en- 


ſelf , and knows he can- 
not fave himſelf.  Paw/: 


the world 1oſave finners, of | 


Zach. 13:1. There is a foun- 


taine- opentd for ſinne.; 
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ner that condemnes him» | 
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| drawn unts Chriih. 


" F. | iniquities never ſfogreat, 
| and never ſo vile, there is 
Z | a fountain ſet open, come. 
# -| who will;there was never 


TY 


j mercy, -bur he that oppo- 
| ſed the mercy ofGod,and 
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all ſorts of ſtnnes, and for 
all kind of ſingers: be their 


aty ſaved but arebel,and 
never any man received to 


{ fiery Serpents did ſting 


| 


-| mans'ſinne could hinder | 
| the greatneſſe'of Go ns! 


his gracein Chri#f, The 
the people in the Wil- 
a brazen Serpent to heal 


them, ©. ty ; cog: 
Obſervethe folly of this 


| plea: what Scripture ever | . 


ſaid that the greatheſſe of 


for ancleanneſſe, that is, for | 


derneſſe, but there was | 
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were,” , 
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veals this ; we fee David 


praieth the contrary, Have| 


mercy upon me,0L Om D, 
and pardon my ſins , for they 
are great; nay,G od him (clf 


doth the quite contrary, | 


Iſai. 43. 24,25. Thou hait 
mÞde me ſerve with thy ſins, 
and wearied me with thine 
iniquities, yet am1 he that 


blotteth ont thy tranſereſions, | 


fe 


or my Names ſake, When 
the J-ws did tyre Gop 
with their diſtempers, 
and burthened him with 
their ſfinfull courſes, then: 
the Lord for his owne 


- v 1 


| 


names {ake would nor {o 
much as remember their 


iniquities againſt them. 
 Againe obferve, that 
{innes though they be ne- 


| a. 


verſo haynous of them- | 
lelves, 
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| are fo farre from hinder- 
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. drawnunto Chriſt. 
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ſelves, yet if the ſoul can 
fee them;and the heart be 
burthened w*®* them,they 


ing the work of faith, and 
from making theeuncapa 


ble of mercy,that they fir| 
thee to go. to Chriſt : The} - 


truth is,(whichlI pray you 
take notice of ) it is not 
properly our unworthi- 
nefſe,, but our pride and 
haughtineſſe that hinders 


us from coming to Chrik;| 


for we would have ſome- 


thing inour ſc]ves,and not| 


have all from Chr:i#.Tak 
the. diftreſſed ſoul thar 
ſees the vileneſſe of his 
{1nnes; fuppoſe thy finnes 


were fewer, nevertheleſle 


eventhen thou goeſt not | 


|to Chriſt, becauſe thou art | 


per- 
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| perſwaded of the freenes 


| Therefore it is thy pride, 


| many, but becauſe of the 
mercy & ſalvation that I| | 
[have rejeed, which hath | 


The poer deubring Chriftia 


| 


of his grace , but becaufe 
thou haſt a worthinefle in 


ſomething to Chri##, and 
not receive all from him : 


and thy ſelf-conccired- 
neſſe that hinders thee, 
thou muſt have thus much 
grace and holinefle, and 
Chrj#t muſt not_ juſtifie 


zþdly man * | rellthee, | 


ftands. _ ; 
- But the ſoul replyecs a- 


gain, My fins are worſe, | 
|notonly 


ecauſe they are 
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| 


thy ſelf, & would bring | 


the ungodly , bur the | 


then he will neverjuſtifie | | 
a" man 'while the world. ; 
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aired me from day 


| vided that thou canſt ſee 
| thoſevils of thiae:though 
|rhou haſt caſt away the. 


[and feck him earneſtly 


to day, TY 
This hinders not; pro-, 


kindeneſle of theLord,yet 
thee, if thou wilt come 


again : For th iniquityof 
hu covetouſyeſſe I was wroth 
({airhGod)and 7 [rate wn 
I hid my felf, and -hew 
0n frowardly. in the w hf 


have hindred,7#44h ſhould 
never have reecived mer- 
cy ; butthe Textſaith, r 
have ſeen his wayes, and 
will heal him ; 7hou hat 


Fan vers , yet thrn again tit 


| 


theLord wil notcaſt away | 


his own heart. If this could | 


played: the, harlot with many | 


Eſay <7, 
17,18, 


ey 


Oh 


Cad c— 


vated hl ———_— 


Object. 


'!turn ; there is no-limita- 


| Rev. 3.20.1 ſtand at the door 


| will open., the Lord will 


| baſcneſſe; ſee my ſinnes I 
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Vue, ſanh the Lord There| | 


is no time paſt if a man | | 
Have but a heart to re- 


tion of the riches of Gods 
free grace, except the in 


2gainſt the holy 'Ghott, 


and knock; though he-cry' * 
till he be hoarſe,and ſtand | * 
till he be weary; yet he| 
ſtands ſtill : if any adulte-| * 
rous or deceitfull wretch 


come1n, and bring com-| ' 
fort,and ſup with him. 
'Oh, that is true, ſaith 
the poor ſoul, had I bur 
a heart to mourn for my 


do, but this is my miſery, 
[ cannot be- burthened « 
with them; I havea heart) | 
that| | 
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|mourn for diſhonouring 


| when Pax! did exprefle 


| ties him , and ſhews him 


Drawn unto Chrit. 
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that cannor 


break and 


of God. 

This hinders not nei-' 
ther, provided that thy 
| heart is weary of it ſelf, 
that it cannot be weary of 
ſinne : The Lord ſhews mer- 
cy, becauſe he will ſhew mer- 
cy; itis not becauſe thou 
canſt pleaſe him, but be- 
cauſe mercypleaſeth him, 
When did the Lord ſhew 
mercy to Paul, even then 


moft malice againſt him; 


thou me ? He perſccutes 
Chriit, and yet Chri#t pi-| 


mercy; and ſo the.churlifh 
Jaylor, when he was moſt 
.@ppokte againſt the meas 


RE. ©c.-:,-:. 00 


Saul , Saul , why perſecntest | 


Lemd 
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| 


of grace, the Lord ſhewed | 


then moſt compaſſion vp- 
on him; he that before re- 
ſiſted the means of grace, 
was now brought home 
by thoſe means. 

Bat woe, ſaith the poor 
ſoul, you are now come 
to the quick ; this yery 
word is like a Milſtone a- 


{ bout my neck, tolink my | 
| ſoul for ever; for this is 
the depth of that baſenes | 


thatlies onme,that all the 
means do not better me. 
Why,thovghPazl and the 


{ Jaylor were bad enough, | 
| yet theywere made betrer 
| by the means ; but this is 
my hopelefle condition, | 


[that the means of grace 


prevail not on me. Is 
there ſuch a heart in hell 


; The poor doubting Chriſtian -| 


| 


as! 


1 6-4 & 2? 
* 
hep ! 
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Fo 
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f:3 " Drawn # onto C irift. 
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| be, when allthemmeans tn 
ithe world will do: me:no 

good :. but, methinks, I 
Foal my heart more- hard] 
and. Rubbora under all 


condition * 1s certainly 
hopeleſſe; whenthemeans| 
that ſhould'ſofrem-me; do 
bur harden me; and make 
” | meworſe. - | 
| This is-'the laft plea. 

whereby the devilÞ holds: 
downthetheartiof a poor 
| finner;-burlet meanſwer 
thee, this hinders not-nci- | 
|2her;but that'at legſbthiou, 
mai taveh ope' vfamer> | 


4s he wii ans Lnceds | 


Go» s Ordinances; my| 


cy.therfore'obſcrve three | 

paſfages' Dy way of an 

' | wer, 7 © | 
; \"Firtt, ithe Wotd Uhid þ 


) B © 


allen tn iid, noms ore t 


means! | 


means of grace.do work 


ſenſible of thy. hardneſſe 
pily- it - work not: that 


{| manner that thou defirett; 
|yet if irmake thee ſee thy 


heart, and dulneſſe, in re- 
eardofthatbody of death 
which hangs ppon thee, 
then the Word works in 
the beſt manner, becauſe 
| it 25 afcer Gods manner 
howſocre notafter thine. 


- * - * 
a % A 


| party ck before it works, 
{{o it is with-the Word : 


o 


hs + 
— 


{ and lifteſt up thy ſelf.in 


| The poor doubting Chriſtian | 
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o0d,if it make thee more | 


{baſeneſſeand hardneſle of | 


! 


That Phyſick works moſt | 
kindely.; that makes the | 


—_— 


; | ri ſteſt 


%. 


1.and deadhes:though hap-| - 


{good , and after the ſame | 


thou haſt a proud heart, | ; 


{thine own abilities, and 11 


— 


ſtrength,and thinkeſt that 
= care and improvemet 
of t 


wanders ; but now the 
'word works ſweetly,whe 
ie makes thee apprehen- 
five, that a wounded foul 
is the gift of God, not of 
man, nor.of the means : 
and therefore the Word} 
makes totheelook toGod | 
for it, and to- prize it 

when thou haſt it:and the | 
Word makes thee look| 
to'God to continue it :'ta | 


to feel hardoeſle. is ſoft- 


i 


| 


nankets alter, forthenthe | 
— B 2 Word 


jr" I IS 


he means, would work | 


feel dexdneſle is life, and | 


nefſe, Onely remember 
this ohe Cantion, except | Canton. 
[there be ſome luſt or < | 
(temper that thy heart | 


|-  drawnamoChrift, \ 25 | 
truſteſt in . thine own| | 


X 
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[ 


| cauſe why thy heart is not 


| thediſtemper of thy own 


| eaſt cot 'thinft to; limir 
|-thie holyOne'of Tſrael, for | 
{ itis aCovenant of Grace; 
1 rEe Lord 'will:not Rand | © 
| \bentrothy howgpand give) |: 
+] thee':graeei7 when" thou] | 
| wilt; tis mot for vs-to | F 
1 know rhe tires 8&feaſ6ns; | } 


4 


| The poor doubting Chriſtian | | 
Word 'will hatden 'thee|- | 
\becabſe thouhardneſt thy 


(elf. 


| 
Secondly, (mark this I 
beſcechiyon) thou art the 


fſofrned,& why theWord 
works not upon thy ſoul ; 


heart hiridersthe Working! 


of the word:andidifpentſa- | 
| tion of Gods providence, | 
| andthe tenour of the Co- 


yenant-of Grace /;"thou 


|: 


$- 


[\ Lnarr aqanrgran wil-not| 1 


; 


| therefore wait for it... 


| you, and as ſhall be beft! 


—_— 


give thee grace. this yeer, 
nor the next, nor all thy 
life *if at.the laſt gaſp he' 


| wildrop inalittle tayor,it.| 


is more than he ows:thes:*; 
| therefore hear,to.day,and. | 
| wait to morrow,and cOn-= | 
tinue Toa doing , becauſe. 
-|thou knoweſt not when-| 
God may:bleffe, bis own | 
Ordinances;and complain! 
Hat of delayes, but wait, | 
for God hath waited for | 


peace of conſcience,and: 
aſſurance of his love, the: 
Lord: deals equally with-| 


yau long:and therefore: if | 
he make you- wait for, 


Thirdly,know and:con- 
> B 3 > 5 fider 
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or doubting Chriſtian ' 
{ider,that thou haſt reſted 
upon” thine own dutics 
| and endeavours, and thou 
| |doft not goto God, that | 
{blefſeth both the means 
and endeavours : the fault 
[is thine own, (I fay) be-| 
cauſe thou reſteſt in"thine 
own -performances , and 
inthe power of the means 
that thou apprehendeſt ; 
and doſt not go to God, 
that wonld have wrought | 
more than al theſe;for did 
a man depend upon Gods 
power and mercy in his 
-{ Ordinances, he ſhould al- 
|[wayes finde ſome propor- | 
| tionable ſuccour, as well 
when he finds no ſucceſle, 
jas when he findes any: for 
God ſometimes gives,and 
{ ſometimes" delaycs,, but | 
| .__ Gods| 
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_ {thefruits of {inne are, He 
| ſees the venom of his cor-1 
ruptions, and. the lamen-/ 


wh 


Eta er a tee OE 


to get out from all carnall. 
| confidence in holy duties, 


ſervices, his Saviows. He 
makes them the bottome 
| to bear up his conſcicnce,, 
 theground wherof is this:. 
| happily he finds and feels 
| by woful expericce, what 


| table cffetts of all his fin- 
| tull praRtiſes. He thought 


| .. drawn unto Chritt. - | 29 


Govs love 1s as conſtant | 
whe hegives not,as whett| 
he gives. Therefore labor | 


| and reſt not inthy perfor-| 
| mances, but look beyond || 
all duties to God, and de- | 
fire him. to give thee ſuc- | 
ceſleabove them. . | 

Many a man makes his/| 


— 
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LD ET 


i before a fine thing to, 
B 4 iwear,! 


— 


Yr 
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| 


| ſmart of them... "Tohell, 


bd. 3; 1 


" (Grear,and: bye, and, drinky/| 
and follow: baſe copany, 


to kis heart,and gal to bis,| 
foul.. His conſcience fly- | 
| '«th-ta his face , afd-be is 
| ready to fink downto hel. 
| Cor fcaexce, ſaith: thoſe: be | 


thy ſtnnes, andtheſe will 
be thy damnation 3. they: 


have bigs thy delight;but | 


they wil prove thy ſhame 
and comfuftton. inthe end, 


thou ſhalt ſhortly fin&the:| 


The poor Jen Cirifow FE 


E 


wt now they are. gravell | 


away be packing. 

Now this man hath: no [ 
cure for hisconſciece, but 
this; - he-entreats Conſer, 
; exce:to be quiet ; he-con-|| 
| feſſeth he hath lived in| 
baſe courſes, and his con: | 
dition 1s; coy” miſerable; 


bu; 


m—_————_ 


— — —— 


\ 


. roma now he wilt reform. 
atl-: he- hath 'nesle@ted: 
prayer hevetofore,bu utnow- | 


| 
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drawnn unto C briit. 


he will pray :he hath: ha- 


now he wit love themithis- 
| waycs havetbeen cxcecd- | 

ingevill, but: now he will 
reform them : he begins 
to: turn a new leat::now;. 
andthinks that will ſerye- 
the turn. Thus many. poor | 


ſouls-ulethe means ' as: Mt: | 
dzators;and fo fall ſhort of | 


Chrift. A griciou$heaft. 


' {ted G.o 'D s ſervanitsy but;| 


| doth *not .ancly fr :and\ 
hear, and YeceiVe;: ary | 


— 


all poſſible mean$to obs | {n- 
rainChrift, bur-be ref: | f 
leſſs and 'uofativfied'til be it 
enjoy and poflefſe-Chrift il 
in the means: He-relts-/ |. 
not t upon the bareperfon- | i 
$03... Ws. _ mance. | Ill 


[EN 
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| ther thinks by vertue of 
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tian can cure him, but he] 
ſtands upon ſtate, | bewill 7 


{upon that; I have mone 


&£ i poor doubting Chriſtian 


mance of any duty , 'nei- 


| 


any of his endeavours, wo | 
obtain # part in Chriſt. 

I will expreſſe this par-; | 
ticular more fully in this 
manner. ' A rich Uſurer | 


eaſe;tell him ſuch a Phyſi- 


' E.Ot TOME withoura great 


(faith hey I do nor and! 


enough by me, 7hat will 


man now placocth all his 


j confidence in his money. 


'So when the ſoul ſees,the 
guile of finne is 'not rc- 
moved, -and Conſcience 1 is, 


Ta 
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that is fick of ſome diſ- | 


deal of charge : Charge,/ 


fetch him bicher.' Such ai 


All ſoiclia”, andthe Zaiw? | 
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'. drawn unto Chritt, 


— —_ 
— 


condemning . him ,.- and 

Chriſt-is:the onely Savi- | 
our, that can fatisfie and 

cure,all, But how: ſhall 

Chriſt:be procured * Why 

his prayer, and.faffing, and 
performances wil command 

him, by the: power and 

PEARS, o. *. | 

merit of 'the work” done, 

' though he hath no promiſe 


his. own; performances, 
fals ſhort of Chriſt. and 
ſalvation: 

Oh, faith a poor. ſin- 
ner, I'would go out. of my 
iclt,” and Lee Lreſt upon: 


get out of my ſelf;... 
2J anſwer, 1t 15: Sathans:! 


{ fubtilty: ra keep us in our 


felves here too, by. endea-- 
vouring. to: make us; go: 


|=; —_—_— 
_— 


for it;and-to by reſting on | 


{ 


my duties, but I cannet/ 


33 |} 
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out of our ſelves by- our 


| out 0 
| own: ſtrength; and this is | 
a maryellousdepth ofma- | 


lice andcuinning inthe de- 


| vl, when ke makes us be- | 
| Leve,fand weoutof igno- | 
rance aredelnded)that we-| 
have power: ih 'eur own |. 
hand: to: go. out of our |. 
ſelves 3 no, it is -ſuperna- |. 
turall work;.andithe ſame |: 
 handinuſd bring us out (of | 


our {clves,that muſt bring 
us to Chriſt + This 1s.n 


fall, whac ir! 


+::0y0r-poured with the 


the iſoulknoweth jieſhavh | || 
|nochihg: j 2nd! therefore | | 


_ {mighty hand af Goggand:|. 
\: He wark of bis Spititz iſo | 

[rhavrize: poor finnerijorh.| 
aot ſomuchasexpetaby | 


{ power or-abilicy 1nihime | | 
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drawn wnto. c hriit. | 7+ 


fag, or from the creature, 
inthe doing of any uy. ;| 
|he knows. he is\dead, and | 
therfore cannot help: _ 
ſelf, much. lefle. can the.| 
creature; do. him: good | 
and therefore he looks to 
heaven,and ſceks all ſuth- 
ciency. from God atone. | 
{For.( obſerve it) whiles | 
that I-thus think with.my | 
{ſeIF, char Fhaye ability:ro | 
g9.out,of my ſclf, 1.do 
not then ſay, that I have I 
|prigciple yrithm mc t9.de-: 
|.BY Mydelf; wi hickis quite | 
contrary; 3 -for-to.deny a 
mans-ſelf, isto know that 
} [he-hagh-po power in;his 
| "felfredo, ny, Ds} 1 
| |<dtyry therefore: We mul 
look; onzlyito, rhe yoyce | 
ot Chil, pad-kaoy, tha | 
C: 


Chriſt to-pluck thee out 


—_ 


rn 


| bring us to Chriſt; there- 


> 


| ver have it;but ſpeakrhus 


| Lord 1 expect: no power 


him that hath hid his face 
* __ from. 


The poor dowtting Chriſtian & 


| he that calls us from the- 


wayes of darknefſe ; and 
from our ſelves, muſt aHo 


fore expe power from 


of thy ſelf', and to make 
the belceve; for the ſame 
hand 'dotlhewwork both. 


means, and thele Ordi- 
nances' will do me no: 
200d, ' and will not work: 
upon my hear t, I-ſhall ne- 


| 


 ugtoGod,and ſay,Intruth 
frommy ſelf, nor-from 
the weaves, but my refo- 
tation is, t0Jeoke tp to: 


I would not have a| 
| poor creature think- thus: 
with himſelf ; * 1f- rhis | 
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[inwatd here for power,to 
receive it from within my 


——_ 


[nor to the means , bur I 


— 


| voyce of bis ſerwants', that 


* 


4 


ſ__ dradhumChrif. | 37 
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from 7aceb, I will not look 


ſelf, nor to the Minifter, 


wil wait upon thee Lord, 
and look upto thy power 
ro work by the means. 


eth the Lord, and obeyeth the. 
walketh in darkneſſe, and hath 


4 


iruit in the Name of the 


things inthe world fail let 
!the foul then look: up to: 
theLord, &1ook out from 
it {elf ; this is thEfitteſÞ 
[tire of all-to meet with. 
| God;I would have aChri- 


| 


no light of comfort ? let him 


Lord, and flay bimfelf upon.|_ 
bis God: When-all other | 


{ ftia-chuſe this and” 
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all tumes to meet his Sa»! 


[Fhus the fanner. partly 
feeing the beauty of þ 
: rae, will not,and ca | : 


viour in, and this 1s. the! 
ovecly time to--difappoinr 
Sathan :for, as I faid be- 
fore ir-is the laſt refuge 
that the devill hath,;and if 
he miſle this opportunity, 
he is for ever conquered. 


eins the baſcnefle of his. 
own heart;dares not come | 


| it is wanrof ſenfe & feel 


toChrift -- --: 
"Then inthe next pl 268, 


ing, which he would have- 
and cannot finde ; there- 
fore : the tiftreled-- fout 


ſaith, Alas;1 never knew 


what it: was to. have the. 
afffarice of Gods love, T 
|Hever -feceived' _ evi- 

dence: 


— —_ —————— —_—_—_— 
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| arimn unte Chrixt. 


—_— SS 


dence of-Gads fayour,and 
hall 1-rhink: that 1 bave. 
fatth © they that belceve 
| have: their hearts. filled 
' with-joy un{peakable.and 
' gloanens;;'the Word r& 
'veals: this : but 1 am a 
ſtranger to that joy, how 
can. 1; then: think: that 1 


I anſwer, this doth. not 


| think to: have j0y-and re- 


baftnor faith;or that thou 
haſt 'not come to Godby 
'beleeving , (therefore re-| 
member theſe three parti- | 
culars.' '' . -- Sy 
Fiiſt:, | thou; muſt not! 


4 


have-atiy;-work-of: faith | 


hinder either that: thou | 


T. 


freſhing before thou goto 
the promiſe, but:thou muſt 


J 
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ok-for it, 'when thou 
att; dolt | 
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ew _—_—_—_—__ eo 


-| doſt chew and feed upon 
the promiſe:thou wouldſt 
| havetheLord togivethee 
all the bargain before 
thou. make the Match. 
This7J0y is & fruit that pro- 
| ceeds fro faith after much | 
wreſtling; it doth not fol- 
low from faith at thefirſt; 
furſt beleeve,andrhenjoy:; | 
the heart is never filled 
with joy before belee-} | 
| ving;butafcerwards when | 
thou haſt had the ſweer- 
dew of thecomfort of the 
promiſe many a day,then 
look for this joy. 
Secondly , know that | 
theſe joyes, and this ſenſe | 
and feeling may be abſcat 
from faith : a man may'| 
have a geod faith,and yet 
want the reliſh and {weet- 
| nefle | 
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nes which he longs after. 


rings, and yet want nei- 


.| ther life nor heat : A-tree. 


may want leaves & fruit, 
and yet want neither ſap 
nor moyſture : A mans 
faith may be ſomewhat 
firong, when his fecling is 
nothing at all. David was 
juſtified & ſanQified, and 
yet wanted this joy ; and 


iſo Tb reſted upon Go p 


when he had but little 
teeling, as when he faith, 
Thou makeſt me 4 Butt to 
ſhoot at , yet will 1 truft in 


thee, though thou kill me. 
Therefore build not your |. 


miſe. :- 


' dravy unto Chrift, 


A man may wat his defi-| 


| 


comfort upon ſenſe and. 
feeling, bat goto the pro- | 


Thirdly , the Saints off 
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_ |- The poor deubting Chriſtian | | 


God many times are-de- 
prived of comfort,not be- 
cauſe God with-holds it; 
bur becauſe.they pur it 
from themfelves;and witl 
not have it;though he of- 
fer it's: as David, Ay foul 
from om comfort; like aſullen 

child that willnot-eat his | 
Milk, becauſe he hath ir 
not in the golden difh ;.fo- 
becauſe God doth nor for 
you what you would,;you: 
will have-nothing: arall. | | 
Theſe are the main'him| | 
derances : I mightadde| } 
many more, for carnall 
reaſon is very fruitful this 
way, and werhrough our | 
own folly, andthe devils | 
ſubrilty, are aprto-abuſe 

things, and make them' 
'-hinderances in our way to | | 
, erer- | | 
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ſ _ drawaunto Chriſt, 
erernal happinefſe. I come 


[now to the cures of al our 


impedime's; for if we had 


|the wiſdome and care we 
| ſhould have, wwe. might 


break thorow them all, 
and come to Chriſt. The 
means are eſpeciallyfour, 
whereby we may be 10> 


_ 


wardly fortified -againft 


them, and at.laſt be-able 


| to overcome them. 


The firſt cure and help 
15 this, we muſt not look 


much, or unwarrantably 
upon our own corruptios, 


; ſofarte as to. be feared or 


diſheattned :from-. com-; 
ing to the riches of Gods! 
grace; for this is anever-| 
laſtingtruth;tharwhatſge- 


| 


t00 :long , nor pore t0D | 


H:Ips to 
come 19 


Chriſt, 


xetl{ight of linunfirsaman 


=. £4 


far | x7 


__ 


True god-' 
ly ſorrow, 
what is :5, 


\him ; that ſight of finis c- 


| row and humiliation is 


| when it-is offered :ſee this 


The poor doubting Chri ftian 


— KCl. 


for mercy, when he may | 
take it, and it is offered to | 


yer-linfull,though it have 
never {ofaira pretence of) 
forrow and deep humilia- 
tion : as we think many 
times, Had I a ſoul ſo 
thorowly humbled , and 
'bruiſed,and fo forth. Thei | 
devill oft keeps us in fin| | 
by poring upon our ſins; [1 


"when we think hereby to; 
be carried from our fins, 
that courſe thus is a ſinful | 
courſe.Tel not me of for-| | 
row, and repentance,and| ; 
bumiliatioo, all that ſor- | 


nouvght that keeps a man | 
from receiving mercy, 


in Abraham, he: kad this} 


: - pro- 


* ro alt 


m— © ets... a. a4 
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| living promiſe; and what | 


- 
— _—_ 


mm—_ 


promiſe, that he ſhould 
have a ſonin his old age; 
He being not weak in faith, 
(regard d not his old age, or 
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deedneſſe , nor the barrenneſſe 
of Sarahs womb , but belce- 
ved in him who had promi- 
{cdit, &therehe reſts and 
ftayes'; he ſaw his body 
was dead, yet there way a 


though Sarahs womb was 
barren , yet the promiſe 
was fruitfull; he knew his 
own deadneſſe 'and: her 
barrenneſſe, but, he conli- 


muſt ſce-our finnes, and 


|confider our many weak- 
A_ but; gever lo ſettle 


our ſelves with,or coſider 
of them ſo,as to-be hinde- 


1red from coming to God 
for | 


— 


dered them not : ſo wel. 


yur 
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foul of a man is dayly 


{mile 


| 


The poor doubting :Chirſtian | 
for mercy, which he free- 
ly-offers vs, and we ſtand 
in nced of; for while the 


plodding upon his own 
ry and diftempers, 
theſe two things follow. 
Firft, we ftop 'the 
ftream of Gods: promile, 
and let down -the fluce 
againſt it, fothat the pro- 
miſe cannot _come into 
our fouls. - --'; 7 
 Andſecondly,we ſet-o- 
pen the ſtream and: flood- 
gate of corruption., and 
make it to run moſt vio-| | 
ltently in upot.us,- and- in | # 
the'end ito” overwhelme | | 
us, and the inconvenience 
arifing hereby, will flay |. 
the beſt Chriftian'in: the |. - 
world, for what cania man | 
| __gct 


| | 


I 


Pa 


a 


| - ; "drown uno 1 Chriſt 


ger Out of his corruption? 
e_ can-.have. no more 


| 


| for c6fort. where i it is not 
*# | tobe had, it may diſhear- 
"| tenus, but never .cncou- 
rage us.-Seethe humilicy 
and wiſedome ofthe wo- 


— 


S thereaf than is there to be 
had ; itis in yain to look | 


man of Canaan, ſhe fol- 


not to her, but olives her 


_— — — 


dogge, and ſaith, You Gen- 
tiles are dozges and the 
Goſpel of grace and ſal- 


BW 


lows Chriſt,but he liſtens j 


vation is the. Childrens) 
bread. Now if ſhe had one-| 
ly conſidered the words | 
of Chriſt,and only looked|| 


| 


the repulſe, and cals her | - 


ſhe had never cometore- 
| ceive mercy and comfore.! 


et. 


into her ewn baſencſle, | 
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| 


a7 | 
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|. The poor doubting Chriflias \ } 


{Iam as adog, yet the does | 


| fend tots own baſeneſle, 


| as if ſhe had ſaid, Thou 

ſaiſtT ama Gertile, and a| ; 
| Dogee, I confeſle it; yet ||| 
{though I ama Dog,I will! 3 
] not: go out of the deors, | 3 
{ but lie under the table for | ! 
| mercy ; ſo we muſt and 
| ought, when our corrupti- 
| oNs Come in upoi us, and 
we ſee ourſelves damned 


| Intruth, Lord,I am as bad | 


| bur ſhe ſaith, Truth Lord, | 


eat of the crummes that fall 
from their Maſters Table. 
There are two thingshere 
which do expreſle the| | 
frame of a gracious heatt | 

thatis truely wiſe, to at- 


her humility and wiſedome ; 


creatures, let us then ſay, 


| as thy word can ſpeak: yet | 


let 


— _——_ ———__— 


| mercy, bur lic at the feet 


|{ſight of finne which doth 
not drivea man to Chrift | 
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a 


let us not flyc away from | 


of our Saviour. _ 

It is fir; and we ought | 
eo ſee our. ſinnes, but ſtay | 
not too long here; ſee thy 
ſinnes thou muſt , but not | 
be ſetled thereon, ſoasto | 
be kept from Chriſt; that 


, 


for mercy, is ever {infull. 


Firſt, ſee thy ſinnes till 
chonTeerthem odious and 
loathſome. ; 


_ 


| {ſeen anablolute neceſlity | 


Thirdly , till thou haſt 


 drawnuntoChriſt. } 


Labour therefore - to ſee | 
[thy ſinnes, thus : 


+ Secondly, till thou ſee | 
jan utter inſufficiency in| | 
ithy {elf to ſatisfie for] 
\tRems-: | 


Hory ts 


ſee finne #4. 


arighe, 


_ 


| 
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| of Chriſt to-ſucconr thee; | I 
and thenawayſpeedily-ro| - 
the Throne of: grace;'and | 
dwell no longer'on thy] | 
(finnes, forvhere is: pardon 
enough to' remove the 
guile that finhath brought 
| upon 'thy ſoul, there (is 
| power enough to make 
thee maſter thy ws 4 
ons. Indeed every -toul 
fhould ſaythus;-Itis true 
Lord, my finnesare many | 
| and great, for I have de- 
parted fro'thee the foun- 
rain-of bliſſe: Bat ſhall T 
g0 on yet further from 
| rhee, and perfiſt ivevill */ 
| God forbid. Althis while | 
| I peak to broken-hearted | 

] Chriftians. You prophane 
| ones, you have your por-| Þ 

tion nlreadygand thal have | ' 


-_ more 


] 


— Rc £1 


; —_— 
> 


ee,” P97 Ty” im IRR 
Li "*& ett NR WE 


b 0 ” $2576: a A 
WR" 4 4 4 - 

- Ls bs * 

= 


4 


' 


4 


{their ſhare. 
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moreafterwards;therfore 


let the Children.came to 
that is of an humble and con-| 


| ture: cannot. but. ablerve 
every word, and tremble 
at every.truth. Here is ſal- | 
| vation indeed ( ſaith be) | 
- | dutitcis.notmine, hereis | 

{ mercy, but | haye no-part | 
init; and fo he ſhakes at | 
| the apprehenſion,conclu- 
ding certainly I ſhall ne- 
ver enjoy it. Now-.mark | 


what theText ſaith , 7he. 


| Lord looks at ſich a trembling 


ſoul ,_ that is , he caſts; 
ſweet intimations of . his 


awhile ftand you by, and | 


| 


trite heart, and that trembles | 


| 


| 


# | geodneſſe. and kindeneſle | 
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| the Lord Jeſus Chrift. - 


| her what my minde is: So the 
Lox Þ faithto his Mini- | 


| ceptcd, and his finnes are 


— 


4 


|_7hepoordoubing 


LO——_ 


{ at eye towards thee in 


 Comfars ye , comfort ye 
*y people, (faith the Lord) 
| ſpeak comfortably to Teruſa- 


” CI 


ed, and 


her iniquity is pardoned : te 
Jeruſalem ſhe is accepted, tell 


ers, Speak to the heart 


Me-, tell him from Hea- 


briſtien | 


upon him,and fairh;Thou | 
| poor frembling ſinner, to 
thee be irſpoken,, have | 


| lezs, and cry nnto- her that ber: | 
| warfare #s arcomplij 


| of ſuchan hymbled peni- | 
| tent ſinner, tell him from | 


yen, tell him from the | 
1; Lord Jeſus Chriſt,tell him | 

from under the hand of |. - 
[the Spririt.his perſon is ac- | 


- 
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. done} |F- 


| Ephraim is! the picture 
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| © drawn unto Chrift. © + | '53 |þ 
done away,and he ſhalbe/| 08 | 
looked upon in metcy. _ 

| 


of a ſoul truely humbled, 
in'whom we may ſee the 
behaviour of a trye. peni- 
tent towards Go », and 
'Go » 5 dealing towards 
him. The text faith, Surely 
I have heard Ephraim. be- 


| 


moaning himſelf{there's the 
heart broken and thirſt- 
| furn 
thog to me, and Tſhall be turn- 
ed : thou art the Lord my 
God, Surely after that I was 


that I was inſtruited,, I [mate 
upon my thigh , I was. aſha- 
| m1ed, yea even confounded, be- 


| canſe I did bear the reyogeh 
; of my youth, Asifthe :1nner | 
© 4 fhould\ 


ing.) thou haſt chaſtiſed ms. | 
| aud 1 RE LAT , 


turned 1 repented , And 4 er | 


_ 


| F- 


54 


| ——— 


{ never profited under the 


E T, ny dodring Cit | 


ſhould | ſay, I am the 


' wretch that have ſeen all | 


\the means of grace in a- 
| bundant meaſure, and yet 


| ſame. The Lord hath cor- 
re&ted me.but Iwould nor 


| be tamed; He hath inftru- | 
Red me; bir I would not | 


learn. - Lord turn me, | 


| neffe of my courſe now, 
| w*® before I never con- 


before I never perceived; 
And I obſerve the baſe- 


fidered;. And T am aſha- 


med of my abuſe of grace | 
revealed;, and I am con- | 


founded In the fenſe of 
thoſe abominatios which 
wy foul- hath- harboured. 


Thou art my God, I have | 
nothing in my ſelf, Nay, | 
| How 1 ſee the evils which | 


'This 


doo 
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This is the mourning of a 
Gods anſwer: Ephraim is 


 Ehilde, fer- ſince 1 ſpake 4- 


- {{inner, that ſeeks ro me | 
ior:mercy.. Andthetruth | 


 24inſt vim. 1 da carneftly res 


my bowels are troubled for 
him, I will ſure have mercy 


ſecret ſighes, I conſidered 


earn towards. this. poor | 


ry Sonne ,. be, 18.4 pleaſant | 
member - h:1s */tll » therefare.| 
«pon him. As who ſhould | 
|1:y,4 obſerved all thoſe | 


allchoſe tears, I heard all }- 


notice 'of-all-rhofe. com: | 
pl ants, bo and. my. bowels: : 


is, wilembrace him with) 
my:loving.kindeneſle.. - 


| 


. Now the ſecond means | 2 x1. 
of cure is this, take heed || 


1 
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carnal reaſon without the 


land to fay. I rever found: 
{ir,I fec-no ſuchthing,and 


D 
>. 
cd 
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it is'a far greater ſinthan 


| The poor doubting Chriſtian | 


of judging thy cſtate by 


rule, as thus it is the faſhi- 
en of poor diftrefſed ſpi- 

rits, to paſfe fearfull ſen- | 
tence uponthemſelyes up- 
on groundlefſe argumc ts, 


I fear it is not fo. Thus we | 
hear thofe carnall pleas.| 
which Satan helps us to- 
invent, and we judge our 
ſelyes by them : Now, I 
fay; take heed of this;and: 


, 


r * \make confcictice-of this] 
{fame as of any other finof | 


wearing, ſtcaling, whe-! 
ring,or marther;-for this 
isas truely afin-as thoſe,. 
thovghrnor ſo great ;nay, 


[you imagine. Conſider: 


\ 


ca. +. dt..h. tk td DP 


-_... mh! M 


+1 


this you humble-hearted 
Chriſtians, for-to you I 


many 
thou {inneſt. Firft , thou 


work of his grace; inde- 


hath done for. thee., and 
ſpeak ſt wreverentlyagainſt 
God ; thou art a murtherer, 


4 


thy 


witneſſe agaiaſt; thine: own 


| heart, yea againſt Chriſt| 
| and - his Spirir, and the 


work of grace vvrought 


fpeak ; for when upon | 
| theſe grounds thou'con- 
- | cludeſt thy caſe and eftate | 
| is naught, ſee againſt how 

| -Commandements || 


 diſhonoureſt God and the | 


nying that which. G o »-| 


and woundeſt thy- own 

| foul 35 rhou 'rebbeft 
{clf of comfort, andart a | 
thief; and thouveare# falſe | 


| | 


AI 


in-thee/and joyneſt vyath: 
| the 
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| drawn wnoChiift.” | ; 
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EE 9 ” [thee devil againſt the Lord | . 
Chriſt. - | 
þ- | But thon wilt y,-E1-. 
| 'fpeak as I think. That} | 
E | hinders nor, bur that thou | 
|  beareſt falſe witneſſes as | | 
| we ſee, if a man affirm| | 
4 _ .|ſuchaone is a drunkard, | Þ 
and knows it not, this |- | 
A mar bears falſe witneſſe, | | 
5 | becauſc though the man | | 
i | |be a drinkard, + yet he/' 
knows: it not :-1ſo- thou | + * 
| fayeſt thou haſt nothing, | - 
| © {whenas thou doſt-onely:|. : 
t- fear it, and ſuſpeRir ns ; 
HE, the like : ;1 ſpeak this: the | : 
|  {ratherbecauſsof the-fin | : 
| full diſtemperthar. creeps | 
[> inn ithe hearts of ma- | 
| - [ay broken-hearted.Chri | 
I  [ftians, that out of a ſelf. | | 
| -willed rode of carnal rea- | | 
3. LE 6 | for,; = 
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drawn nnto Chritt. 


' they havegot,their hearts 
are perſwaded that they 
do well. to do. ſo ,, and 
they are never wel cxcepr 
.they do thus. 

| But {ich as theſe (mark 


Kt) when reaſon is plain, 


| and theScriptures are evi 
| dently againſt them, they 
do_ not ſo. much attend 


but they ſtand and invear. 
how theymay anſwer the 


their own. comforts. Let 
the fear.of God fall upon 


\'ſoever you have taken 
leave to your {clyes, and: 
have take up pleas againſt 


Miniſter, and ſo put away 
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ſon, 1, and a vile haunt thar - 


Yor 


what the hater ſaith, | 


[very foul that hears | 
|This, and know,that how- | 


the truth, yet now go| 


_Your, 


bl 


—_—_——C___T? }}O 


_ 


| 


2 


| from beholding wanity : 
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your vvaycs, and mourn 
for it, & yyonder that the 
Lord hath nottikenaway 


orace,and all the motions 
of hisSpirit from you. The 


Lord to turs away his eyes 


novyv if God muſt do that, 
then mich more muſt he 
turn awayour hearts from 
attending to vanities : I 


the yoyce of hisSp7r77, but 
to liſten to thoſe carnall 
pleas which I have no 


deeply, and hurtmy own 
'ſoul- dangerouſly there-! 
by, - No man would deal 
with a cheater ; carnall 
reaſon is a cheater, there- 


{ all the comfort -of his 


' warrant to do , I ſinne] 


E. he poor deabting Chriſtian | 
Proplict David prayes the | 


muſt attend to God, and; - 


. 
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©. [ro; unlefſe we reſolve to 
be cozened ; and if the 


_— 
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"Gown wnto Chriſt. 


forele letus not attend ther- 


danger of the {in cannor 
make us do this, then-ler- 
the ſorrow that wil come 


| by it, conftrain us : Behold, 


all you that kindle. a fire, 
arid that compaſſe your ſelves 
about with "the ſparkles 
that ye have kindled , this 
Jour ou have at my hand, 
hall lie down 7 '; 70 
1 will ſhew what is meant 


by fparkles, and vvhat by: 


know there was heavenly | 


ifire continuallyin theSan-| 
[uary,that ſhadowed out | 


to us the witandwiſdome | 


there was alſo trige fire, 
that is, there were divers 


| 


|#re; inthe old Lavy- you | 


of Godinhis'Word bur | 
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| exery poor Creature Ccar- 
| ries his tiader-box about 
_ | him, andheis ever kind- | 
| ling ofits which theLord 
| doth not allaw-of : In. 


= -- 
—— 


ginations , and conccirs ; 


that text aretwo things :- 


ſparkles of their own ima-| 


"I The pooraoubting Chriſtian j + 


will naturaly invent cat- 
 nall reaſons. and pleas: a- 
gainſt it ſel£, and be ſetled. 
upon them: Secondly,the- 
iſſue that follows there- | 


mine hand, you ſhall lie 


down in. your, own-ſfor- 
row. Whenthe Scriptures. 


[have yolf/own: :devices, | 


 firſt,that the heart ot man 


on, This ſball ye have of | 


are: clear, and. reaſi ONS arc 1 
jevident;and yet you will 


% 


[thus much ' teH you you: 2 
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at: 
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| | atlaſt.and youmay thank 
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your ſelves for it ; away 
with your tinder-boxes 
therfore abaſe yourſelves: 
before the Throne | of 
grace, and be at length 
wiſe to ſalvation. - 
Ho, every one that thirſt- 
eth(faxh God by his Pro- 
phet') come and buy without 
money, take of the Vell of the 
Water of life , and live for 


s |} 
L- 


| his: commodity behinde 


it; it 18 your portion, and 


ever freely. Many a' poor 
Miniſter would fain'leave 


him, and faith , You muſt 
have it,and you ſhall have | 
belongs of right untoyoL; | 
we. are even fain ts force. 
G © » s fayours vponthe 
foul. We befeech youto. 
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belceve, © and we intreat 


my "A 
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you for the Lord Jeſus 


|Haketo receive mercy,and |. 
[| humble your hearts. © | 
- But will any man take 

| theſe favours? _ | 
| Nobeloved;many ſweet | 


promiſes , and many ad-- 
 mirable precious things 
of grace and falvationare 


| revealed, but men neither 
paſle, nor Careto receive 


encfit by them. Some 


plainly your ſmal eftima- 


| onof Chriſt. A.poor hun- 


ry finner that is-appre- 


nefſe and -feeblenes, longs 


| titl the feaft-day cometh, 


that he may partake of 
theſe delicates : Oh how 


| 
[  carcfully-wilhe lifken,and'| | 
BEE -how| | 


_—_ 


1 
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| 'T hepoor doubting Chriſtian | 


carnal plea or other e- |. | 
yades all.; This argues | '' 


henfive of his own weak- | 


{rend whar the Miniſter 
ſaith ; and if the Word | - 
| comes home to hisconſci- | 


| and reproving him of his 
ſecret corruprion, he cries | 


| things, good Lord teach 
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{ ſtubborn heart;good Lord 
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how diligently wil heat- 


encceinlightning his heart 


out, I ama great trou- 
ble, good Lord comfort 
me*cT am full of doubts, 
200d Lord reſolve me: 1 
mn ignorant in ſpirituall 


me : ] hayea proud,ftout, 
bumble me. Take this for 


{2 generall rule, Agood| 


| heart is alwayes at beft 


beſt, when the -Word 


eaſe, when the Word| 
works moſt. But a wicked | 
eraceleſſe perſon is then| 


works leaſt upon him. 
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.T Fro poor doubring Chriſta | 
Therfore when: he thinks 
rhe Miniſter: will: come| 
cloſe to his ſoul; he will 
nor be- at home rhat day.| 
-hewil be fureto be ont of. | 


'word would 'aw aken him, 
and affright him , and: he| 
cannot x nods the- blow, 
therefore he'keeps aivay, | 
and ſhuns. the hearing of | 


þ4 


,work.upon him. *' - 

/ But thirdly , let us be 
| marvellouſly wary and 
watchfull that we enter 


pute with Satan, upon 


yond the reach of man ; 


Town. he knows the-| 
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Gods word:which woutd | y' 


thoſe poims w'* are be- | | 


as thus toſay, I am not 
elected, therefore Gov 
will not do me good, it is 


| 


1 ; | _vain # 
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hut. the door of my 


| ever know the thing, how! 
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| drawn wnto Chriſt C . | 


vain for me to ute the 


means; :my.time of 'mer- 
Cy is gone, oh the day of. 
grace that I have ſcen, 
the-Lord kaacked ſweet- 
ly, and, was plealcd torre- 
veal my finnes at {uch a 
time;but then hard-heart- 
ed wretch that I was, I 


heart againſt the-Lo « »' 
Jeſi us:Chriſt, and NOw 1t 15: 
gone and paſt, now there 
15 no hope forever of. re- 

ceiving mercy*:again ; If 
the devil get thee here all 
thy comfort is gone, for 
upon this. ground..a man 
ſhall never receive reſt to: 
hisheart-while the-world' 
ſtands ; for if no-man can 


ſhall I:'beable to give, or | 
FS : . : any A 


as 
cl je E'0 
ins 


WI S - "—_— LIENS WW 


_Y 


P LOT? 


——_— 


_ 


2. aa, __—___ aa. 
» 


07 be poor doubting Chriſtian 


afy manto take comfort : 
Lookas ir is witha poor 


|rravelling man that light- 


eth among theeves, who, 


{ come and promiſe to cary | 
{hima necrer way, andat| 
{lat they] bring him into a 
| wood where no paſſegers 


come, and there they do 
whatthey will with him: 
ſoit is with a poor ſoul, 
when the devill gets him 
into theſe ſecret diſputes 
of Gods eternall counſel, 


come this way, -theretore 
thou art void of ſuccour, 


pleaſure in terrifying thy 


there are no paſſengers | 


andSatanmay exerciſe his | 


obſerve three rules. 


caſe 


” i 
pd 
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} 


poor ſoul. Thereforefor | 
| your direRis in this caſe, 


Firſt,letthe ſoul in this | 


2 
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| A--mighrines ofthe pow- 


| more -than thou canſt 


thou know it not ; and 


counſels ; let no man go 


ſr ES my 


Pad , — — 
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Drawn unto Cbri#e. 


caſe ftay irſclf upon the 
er of God, Tam Grd All. 


ſwaded of the All-ſuffici- 
ency of God, this. will 
help thee : God cando 


think he is able, and will 
do thee. good , though 


therefore obſerye thus 
much , the ſonl never 
dowbts of Gods wil,but it 
doubts of his power alſo 
in ſome meaſure. 
Secondly, check thine 
own heart for medlin 
with Gods fecrets., an 
prying into his - hidden 


beyond his bounds: it ap- 
pertains not to thee to 


| 69 | 
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ſufficient : if thouart per- | 
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Ton, 4. 19 : ed againſt Niniveh,ſaying, 
i within farty dates all you 


| the mindeof God? (aith Paul. 


| The e poor doubting Chir irfian 


WI WOES” Cy 


Give in! inco the-myſtery. Se- | 


” cret_things beloag to God , 
| but revealed. thin "gs belong 
$0.48; and Who hath Fen 


 Markthis,youthat wil be 
going up” into theskies to 
know whatGo Þ $ fecret 
|  mindeis , keep your ſta- 
tions wiſcly, for the devil 


| never knew the minde of 
| | the Lord. When 1074s Cri- 


| drunkards and adulterers 
ſhall be deſi royed : Mark 
there how the King ſtaies 


tellifrhe-Lord wil repent 
and 'ftay his: fierce wrath 


thee thus, 


% 
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| [and all thedevils ia hell-] | 


| 


himſelf, ſaying, Who can |. 


| that we periſh not: When| || 
| the devill tels 4 
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© drown uno Chriſt. 
and ſaith , God hath ap-- 
pointed a way to ſalvati- 


| en, and you have had the 


means, and did not profit 
by them, therefore God 
will never ſhew you mer- 
cy, nor give you 'grace : 


how can the Devill tell 


that? nay. all the devils in| 
hell cannot tell ; let me 
walk in that courſe which 
God hath appointed and 
commanded, and do that | 
which I ought, and let me 
ſay, who knows but God 


-| may break the heart of a 


proud rebellious finner * 

none but God knows it. 
Thirdly, meaſure not | 

the riches of Gods love, 


| and the ſweetneſle of his 


grace, according to your 


own conceits, and do norj 
D think bf 
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think that becauſe you 
cannot conceive it, there- 
fore God will not doit: 
Let the wicked forſake his 
wayes , axd- the unrightcous 
man his thouzhts , ſaith the 
Prophet; that is, All you 
| wicked ones,and you that 


have lived lewdly, return 
from your wicked wayes, 
and trom your vain ima- 
ginations , for he will a- 
bundantly pardon. 


don all my ſins ? ſaith rhe 
ſoul, I cannot think it ; if 
[ were aGod. I ſhould ne- 


| ver pafle by luch in:ole- 


rable things. 


net, you think God can- 
not: Yes, ſaith rhe Lord, 


| 


But will the Lord par- 


| And becauſe you can-| 


The poor doubting Chriſtian | 
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drawn unto Chriſt, | 


| for my thoughts are not 
| your thoughts, nor my 
wayes as your wayes. A 
poor creature thinks his 
{innes are unpardonable, 
and he ſhal never get aſſu- 
rance of Gods love; You 
arc men, ſaith the Lord, 
and have finite thoughts, 
but 1 am God, and have 
mercy infipitly,when you 
think I have no mercy. 
But there were never 
afly ſuch received to mer- 
cy, ſaith the foul, and 
therefore why ſhould 1 
be the man 2 | 
WhenCu x 1s r had 
wrought many ſtrange | 
miracles, the people ſaid, 
here were never anyſuch | 
things done in Iſrael; and 
therefore it is plain, God | 
| | 2 can 


| 
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| bad. Sathan makes it his 


| own diſtruftfull hearts 


| The poor doutting Chriſtian | 
can dothings thar never 


- were done the like : Ze 


doth great things paſt find- 
ing > and wondrous with- 


| our aunber,Caith Tb: there- 


fore judge notGods pow- 


| er and love by what thou 


canſt conceive. 

The beſt Chriſtians are 
moft ſuſpicious of them- 
ſelvs, and none fuller of 
doubts and fears. than 
thoſe that have leaſt cauſe 
to fear their eſtates are 


chief work to grieve and 
terrifie theſe. And their 


are alwayes raifing falſe 
{urmiſes,and putting mer- 
cy from them, as it they 
were hired by the devill 
to take hispart in pleading | | 


SORE... 
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draws unto Chriit. 


againſt themſelves. Ther- 
fore it is worth our obſer- 
ving what David faith, 
Pſal. 42. The Lord ſhall com- 


mand his loving kinapeſſe. in | 


the morning, Itis a phraſe 
taken from Princes & great | 
comanders. whoſe words 
are alaw:SoGod wil ſend. 
forth his loving kindneſſe 


{to atruely humbledChri- | 
ſtiyn with a Command. As | 
if he ſhould ſay, Go love | 


and everlaiting mercy, take 
thy comiffion, & I charge 


thee go to that poor! 


broken-hearted finner,go 
to that poor hungry, agd 
thirſty ſoul; go and ro- 
ſh per, and prevail,and ſet-| 
tle my love vpon his 


heart, whether he will or | 


no. Thus theLord charges 


| 
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ad " 
| bis loving kindnefle to do; 


- | burtken of its trangrefſ1- 


| and had I theſe parts, and 


hope, but alas, there is no 


.. ever thou art, God invites 


| the ſweetneſſe inChriſt, 


'7 he poor doubting Chriſtian ; 


good to poor finners, and | ; 
by his ownAlmightineſle | - * 
ſtayeth the ſoul, whenit| 
is ready to ſink under the 


ONS. 
What,ſhall I have mer- 
cy * No, No, (faith the 
doubting heart.) Will the 
Lord Jeſus accept me: No 
furely. Could I pray ſo 


could I perform duties 
after this and this manner, 
then there were ſome 


METrTY LQr ME. 
Let me tell thee, who 


thee in parricular ; and all 


8 his precious promiſes, 


apper- | 
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'Thus the diſcouraged ſin- 


himſelf. | 


cy and comiort; when the 


4 ——. 
Or 


drawn unto Chriit, 


Do ©HRR©}]}]}]©HUr_ TTY] 


appertaia to thy ſoul, 


and thou haſt as greatan|_ 


intereſt in then, as any 
ſervant of God in the 
world whatſoever. 


No, no, ſaith the trem- 


bling ſoul, I cannot be-| 
leeve it; ſuch a wretch as | 
{Igoto teaven? it cannot! 
be ; Heaven ſhall rather} 


fall, than I come there. 


ter knocks off mercy,and 
ſhuts the door againſt 
| 


Now when all carnall 


reaſonines,and high ima- | 


ginations , (as Paul calls 
them ). have raiſed up 
ſtrong holds againſt mer- 


Word cannot for the pre- 
ſent ſetrle peace in the 


D 4 foul 
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| tears ; And I charge you 
120 hometo that foul and 
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ſoul, God is fain at laſt 
to command loving kinde- 


| nefſe, and ſend him with a 
| Commithon from heaven 


ſaying. l[ charge you break | 


that is before his eyes, ft- 
lence all his doubts and 


| the ſenſe of my favor, and 


| ſaith the Apoſtle, Chri## 
died for us. The Lord ſends 


ehcer it, refrefh it with 


fil it with the aſfurance of 
my love. 
 Whileſt we were enimies, 


RG A. a 


from heaven to a poor 
miſerable creature, Com- 
mend my love, commend 
my mercy to ſuch a di- 


The poor doubting Chriſtian | 


| 


open the door of the|-| 
| heartof ſuch a finner,rend 
{ that vayl of ignorance 


ſtrefled 
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[know that the Lord }:ſus 

died for finnerswhen they | 

were {inners. Make this | 

good-to his foul I charge | 
| 


ac. 4 Sn So. i 


| OC— 


'He hath been a rcbell wo 


draws axto'Chriit., 
firciſed ſoul, and tell him 


though he hath been an 


enimy to me, yet Iama 


friend to him. Tell him | 


'though he hath been a 
\Traytor to me, I have 
been a good King to him, 


me, but tell him I have 


ſerved in heaven ; let him 


you beforeyou come back | 
Therefore the fourth } . 


becn a loving God to| 
him. Tell him his finnes | 
are pardoned, his perſon | 
accepted,and his ſoul ſhal | 
ge ſaved, Tell him his | 

ghes and groans are | 
| heard, and his praiers ob | 


curet. 
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| Help, |CUre iShis, and ir is [peci- 
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'allyto be obſerved above 
all inthyproceeding with | 
'thy ſelf in judgement | 
that is, paſſe no ſentence | 
againſt thy ſoul , bur ac- 
cording to- the evidence 
of tbe word: if thou art 
to be approved, let the 


Word of God. approve 


thee, & lerhis word exa- 
| minerhee,it thouartto be 


examined ; if the Word 
fpeak for thee, it is no- 
matter though almen and 

} Angels{peak againſt thee; 
andiftheWord condemn 


5 TLIGEL 


'though ſome wrangling: 


{ determiningthecauſes be- 
| fore the Judge comeszyct 
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| that which manifeiteth all 


| the light of theWord and | 
the evidences of Gods 


* Doe 


Rad 


drawn unto Chrift, 


LP G————————————_ 


a wile man will ſtay til 


the Jadge comes,and wait | 


his leiſure 2 Deal thou ſo 
with thine own ſoul, put 
not the cafe to be tied! by. 
a companyof peeviſh car- | 
nall reaſ6s,bur ſtay til the 
word come,and judge thy 
ſelf by that, and hold to 
that for ever, The lizht is 


things;the meaning is this, 


truth manifeſted to the 


ſouls of Gods people: all | 
ſenſe & feeling of carnall | 


reaſoning, are like fogges 
and miſts, which make a, 
man that he canot ſee the! 
way; but bring-him to the: 
lighr, & then his ſtate and: 
condition will be mani- 


Eph. 5: 13:4 
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[Mat, 12 21 


ſouls : And the Pſalmiſt 


nall reaſon will ſay. The 


tings, becauſe he that tea- 
cheth us is a deluder. 

For the poor foul 
faith, What,ſhal I have an 
intereſt in Chriſt, ſhall I 
havetitle tothe promiſcs? 
p02Ys this belongs to thoſe 


indeed if I had ſuch pow- 


T he poor doubting Chriflian | 


feſted what it is. Learn of 
me, ({aith our Saviour)ard | 
(you ſhall finde veit to your | 


that arc broken- hearted : | 


| faith, 1 will enquire what the | 
{ Zord will ſay: ſo ſay thou, I | 
| wil not hearken what car- | 


want of this is the cauſe | 
why we have fo many di- | 
firaQions, and diſquiet. | 


' ments and are ſtil in doub. | 


er againſt corruption, fuck | 


| 
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| word of Chriſt,I am ſure, 


truly wrought ia my ſoul. 


Chriſt, Who, or what 
| word tels you, If I have 


—_— 


WOT mn 


and this and that, there 
were ſome hopes, but I am 
manyrimes led captive by 


my rebellious heart ; that 
it is too apparant I never 


fear I never ſhall have it 


But who told you ſo, 
and where learned you 
this Religion I am ſure | 
you never learned it of, 


4 


fuch corruptions, I ſhall 
never have grace? not the 


wherefore I charge you, | 


| drawn unto Chritt. | E: $3] 
ſo full of weaknefle, and | 


had ſaving grace, nay, I | 


hold to the truth of the }* 


word; Learn-of we, ſaith 
Chriſt, and put not your | 
cauſe to be decided by 


| 


CaTr- 
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carnall reafon,nor harken-| '; 
what irtelleth you;forif | } 
you take that courſe, you | F 
ſhzl never come to Chriſt 
whilſt the world ſtands.. 
| Learnof the Lord Chriſt, 
for his Word is faithful], 
and his promiſe ſure, and 
there you ſhall finde reſt/| 
as ſtrong as Mount- Sion ;- 
itis that Word whereby || 
thou ſhalt be judg'd at the | F 
great day,when ſenſe and | 
 fecling ſhal be caſt out for |, # 
wranglers, & never-come | { 
into Court. Thus much 
of the four cures ; I will 
| now propound four rules 
how a man may order 
himfelf aright in this| | 
courſe, fo that he may re-| ? 
pair to the Word at all] } 
times , as he ought to do; 
| and: 
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drawn unto Chriſt, 


and gain evidence there, 
for eſtabliſhiog his beart 


Rules to direff 4, Chriftian 


God for the evidence of bis 
aſſurance. 


God aright as-thou muſt 
in all conditionsthat con- 
the Word , {o thou muſt 
coniider thine own -up- 
rightnes; and'what work 


that wilanſwer theWor 


of grace is true: be ſure to- 


whatis the worſt part in- 


ot: 


to peace and rrapquillity. | 


2: how to uſe the Word of 


Firſt.toaiſd the Word of 


cern thy ſoul, repair to 


of grace'is in thy ſoul ; 
and teſtific that the work: 


takethy ſoul at the beſt ;- 
do not alwayes coniider 


- 


| 


| 
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and 


thee, |. 
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thee,nor thy failings thar 
may accuſe thee only,but 
if there be any upright- 
| nefſe that may ſpeak for 
thee, hear that allo; it is 
injuſtice for any Court to 
hear one fide and not an- 
other : the Lord doth not 
Le at catch with bis chil- 
dren, but he takes them at 
the beſt : as Rom.4.22.it is 
ſaid that Abraham beleeved 
| [the promiſe , and it was im-. 
puted to bins for righteouſ- | 

{ veſſe; yet in the 1 2 of Gey. | 
we ſce he had ſome doub- 

'tings, but God took him | 
at the beſt, and ſo records 
this of his faith:So we ſee | 


I 
, 


Per. 3.6, | | 2 
« Rog Bd that Sarah 1S ſpoken of as 


agracio's woman, and a 
pattern for women in cal: | 
ling ber Husband Lord, |. 

which 
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4 1 drawn unto Chritt. _ 


which was a figne of an 
humble heart; but yet we 
reade that ſhe derided the 
meflage of the Lord by 


ſtanding the Lord burics ' 
that, and ongely mentions 
the other in the commen- 


the Angel; yet netwith- | 


dationsof her. Now asthe 
Lord deals with his fer- 
vants, ſo muſt we deal 


ver is found fincerc and 

upright, obſerve that as 
well as the other, nay ra- | 
ther before the other. If a 


handled inany Court af- 
terthis faſhion, and they 


ſhould onely obſerve the 
failings in this cauſe, the 
beſt cauſe mayhappily go | 


againſt a man, therefore |: 


with our ſelyes; whatſo@c- | 
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7 he pooy doubting Chriſtian | 
the Court will hear all 
read; as if any Bond or 
' Bill come in, or any mat 

ter of agreemcnt,they wil 
hear all : if a man have 
an. Indenrure, and the 
Lawyer onely open, and 
reads the failings in it,and. 
| that which leems to make 
againſt any party, if the 
Judge _—_ hear that, it 
| muſt needs go againſt | | 
him, and therefore the | $ 

man ſaith, Good my Lord | | 
hear all : and when they 
finde it written that ſuch | | 
a debt ispaid,and the par- | | 
ty ſatisfied,then the caufe | | 
goes well; whereas if they 
had heard onetly the fir} 
part, and not the fecond, 
he had loſt all; So, many 
bring in great inditemers 


againſt | | 
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| | drawnunto Chriſt. 

againſt themſelves, and 
|\fay; Oh what pride and 
ſtubbornneſſe is in my 
heart 2 Oh how weak am 
I, and dull, and dead, and 
backward to holy duties? 
'how carelefle of enjoying 
communion with God 7 
How negligent in'fifting 
and trying myown heart, 
in watching over my ſen- 
ſes, and mourning in ſe- 
cret for mydaily failings: 
It is true, but art thou not 
| troubled with theſe, and 
is it not the greateſt grief 
| of thy ſoul that lyes upon 
thee * yea, ſaith the poor 
ſoul ,.I confefle my heart 
is weary of theſe, and I 
| could be- content to be-a- 
ny thing, ghat I could-not 


{ 


a 


be thi. now.-rake thy | 


_———_— 
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foul 


—— 


[The poor doubting Chriſtian 

ſoul on 'this ſide, and 
hear the beſt part: as it 
is with a mans hand and 
the ſtaffe , I compare the 
promiſe toza ſtaffe: you 
know the back of a mans 
hand cannot take hold of 


the ſtaffe, but let him turn 


the palm of his hand to 
the ſtaffe, and then he can 
take it : ſoturn thou the 


the promiſe, and then 
thou maiſt take it ; but we 
turn the back fide of our 
hearts to the promiſe, 
when the ſoul ſaith , Oh 
my ſtubbornneſle isgreat, 
and mine inabilitiecs and 
corruptians are many;this 


heart, and this will evcr 
hinder thee fr taking | 


Lads Aa! _ —_— 


right fide of thy foul to | 


is the wrong ſideof thine | | 


_ held! | 


| 


| drawn unto Chriſt. | -g91 
hold of the promile; but 
thy ſoul hates theſc, and | 
is weary of them ; this is | - 
the right fide of the heart, | 
turn that to the pro- | - 
mite. | 

Secondly.labor to have | Rule2. 
thy conſcience ſetled and 
eſtabliſhed in that truth | 
| [which now out of the| 
| | | Wordthouhaſtgotten,ts 
bear witnefle of che work | 
of grace in thee ; for if 
there be any want of the | 
aſſurance of Gods love, | 
and if the evidence of the | 
work of grace come not 
powerfully in upon thy | 
heart, but there is ſome 
guilr of finne ſtill remain- 
ing, then conſcience will 
breed new broyls , and 
continually nip and dil- | 
quict | 


—.. 
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| T he poor doubting Chri [tian 


| but be on his fide. 


quict the heart; therefore 


las we muſt- have our 


judgement informed by 


|the Word, that there is 


ſome good in us, ſo we 


{waded of ir, that conſci- 
ence may ſpeak for us : 
as the debter if he be in- 
debted to manycreditors, 
he muſt agree with all.for 
if he agree with all ſave 
one, that oe may impri- 
ſon himas well as all the 


poor diftrefſed ſoul that 
lies at the mercy of the 
Lord,and is ſo deep in A- 


help bimſelf, he muſt 1a- 
bour to ſtill conſcience, 
that it donot accuſe him, 


© ———— ; 
meets if 


muſt get conſcience per-' 


reſt : So it is with the 


rerages, that he cannot | | 


— 


| The 


| 


! 


| 


eee et ent. EL...  —_— 


— 


LD —— 


Drawn unto Chritt. 


The want of this is the 


{cauſe why new ſutes and 


new bills are daily put pu 
E 


| againſt us, onely becau 
| cohi{ſcience is not pacified: 


take a poor ſinner that 
hath all his doubts 8: ob- 
jetionsanſwerd;come to 
him,and ſay,Are all theſe 
all your doubts and obje- 
Aions ? yes: and are they 
all anſwered * yes : and 


have you now any thing 


to lay againſt that which 


| hath been made known 


unto yous no not now: 
Say to hum again: Did 
your conſcience ſay to 
you, Itisaſin.to ſay you 
have no grace? Now here 
be demurres and ſtayes, 
and ſaith, No,l dare not 


ſay fo,bur I rather ſay the 
ts con- 


——C —_—_— — ——— 


|. 5 
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| 
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| The poor doubting Chriſtian 


contrary. Mark this, all 
the books are croſt, and 


andyer conſcience puts in 
a new plea, becauſcit was 
not ſatisfied. F 

Now cone to him a- 
gain, and ſay, You are 
ſometimes captived by 


{inne, but you are willing 


and- that he ſhould pluck 
away all theſe corrupti- 
ons, are you not © 

Oh, ſaith the poor ſin- 
ner, I muſt needs yeeld to 
that; then I aſirm to thy 
ſoul, this is awork of true 


| 


i 
j 
i 


| 


grace : therefore let con- 
{ſcience be fully ſatisfied, 
and cancel all ſelf-accuſa- 


tions ; this will clear the 
| heart, and caſt out all ca- 


vils | 


all objections anſwered, 


to be at Gods diſpoſing, 


ſ 


rt ——_—_—_—_ 


| = drawn unto chriſt. | 


| be: ſomgggmes gone,  yet| 


"ET 
—_ 


. 


[us : For if our  con{ciences 
Þ - |couderp - 15 ' 0t , then we 
| have boldneſſe towards God' : 
| we muſt mark egulcitce, 
| and be: convinced, thar it! 
|is a fintoſay; 'God hath 


{didſt ſay out of thy Word 
lat ſuch a time that my| 
heart was: upright and |. 


ral 


FS "oy 20" OG 


tt 


vills that come in againſt 


| 


not wreught this work of 
grace in our hearts: for 
though ſenſe and feeling! 


coſcience remembers rhe 
day and year | whea he 
had-a clear evidence of 


thou knowelt it, and rhon 


incere inthy fight; . * + 
It ſhould be with 2 
poor (inner, as it is with a 


wiſe man when he would 


Gods love; 8 ſaith, Lord | 


— __—— 


—_— 
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7 The e poor pr Ghia Þ 


——_— 


| make his Lands ſure unto |: 
him and his poſterity by | 
| evidences and writings ; | 
| he is not content onely to | 
{ have kis evidences in his |: 
{own keeping , but will} 
| have them enrolled ia| 
Chancery , ſuch a yeer, | 
{and ſucha day, that if he} 
} ſhould loſe h's deeds, he| 
may, be ſure to de them | 
again there: ſo 4t ſhould| 
be with a diſtreſſed ſoul, | 
{ we ſhould not onely be. 
content to have at. our ob- 
|jctions anſwered,but get] 
{them recorded_ in thejfl 
Court of Conſciezce, that) 
when ſenſe and feeling is\ 
{loſt, yet we may readily); 
| gotothe Court of Cezſci- ; 
| ence, and There finde the| A 
day and year when Gods| [h 
love! 


/ bv "Ws 


- 


Gramm unto o Chriſt. 


| Jovantes made e ſure to us. 
Thirdly,we ſhould ftrive 
mightilyto have our harts 
over- poured with the c- 
vidence which reaſenand 
{conſciece makes good to 
us,that ſo we may quictly 
receive it,and calmlywel- 
come it, "and Tel and | 
ſubject. our hearts to the 
|cruth, ..But' here ,we all 
ſtick, for there, are three 
things i inthe ſoul of a man | 
which maintain, theſe | 
quarrels.and oppoſitions 
againſt the, evidence ;of 
che Word. I. Reaſon ob- 
| jets: 2. Conſcience ac- 
1518 cuſcth: 3. The Will of | 
1 man will not. ſubmit.; and| 
!-\ we findej 1t, in expericace,! 
[thatwhen aman hath ſtil. 
| led conſciece,and anſwe- 
E : 2 ed 
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| | The be poor doubting Chriſti an 


red all reaſons, yet the 


againſt the truth. , and 


| keeps the old quarrell 
| that hath-been anfwered 


long ago, -and that nia 
would think had: BIATY 
ried long {ince.It is in'th 


| caſe with-a poor-finne 
| "as it is with: a-mah "il 


"harh 7 comentious 2 adv | 


fary'; happily” the*cauk 


| that they rwo - have 


"HandHath been t edi 
BE Cans of ES | 
ind at laſt comes'to: Chak 
cer5,;"and there it is coll 
cloded a ainſt him, {o thi 


all: things arc ſcrled's Afi 
| ended}, as a' man woul 
| thidk, and an honeſt mz 
| would fit down and I 


— _—_— 


qu's «ty 


” x 2% 
MT ATES 


Tubbornnefſe of the bear 
| maintains '4 pain fayi 5 


| | of his conſcience,& ſaith, 


4 awp wnto Chrift. 


quiet: bat the other being | 
|| a quarrelſome fellow wil 
To Ma { celd yet, but to the 
of old Jaw he will again ,and. 
heaill ſc lic bach but. 
[he will have bis will ; till 
atthe laſt theJadge comes 
to take notice of this man, 
and: cafts out the cauſe, | 
and putshim inpriſon,and 
faith, Theſe things were 
| all anſwered, & the cauſe 
endc long ago, ..- | 

Jaſk ſo for all the world. 
is it with the heart of a 


gracious man that is hum- | 


| bledin ſome meaſure,and- 
could be content'to yeeld. 


[ta the credit of Gods | | 


| Word,and to the witneſle 


$ My FRmaiginn - it berter 


Than | nes S's was, 


. bur 


mmm 
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| not be-quiet , but ſtill is 


| tains the old quarrell; | 
| Thongh reaſons are all] 


| obſerve it, a poor diſtreſ- | 
| ſed. finner will keep the | | 
| old objections, & though | 
[night before, yethe will |: 


- | morning , and the next | 


| 
| and the miſchicf lies even|- 


but there is an old proud : 
( ſelf-willed heart that will 


quarrelſome, , and. niain- | 


confuted, and conſcience] 
bears witneffe againſt | 
him, and every Miniſter | 
caſts ont the cauſe ; yet] 


they were anl{ywered the | 


have them. freſh the next} 
| moneth,eyen when a man 

wouldthink he fhould nor | 
dare to come in Court; 


| here, in.a proud ſelf-wil-| 
led heatt that will nor| 


Y 


Ct 


.-. yeeld, | 


H—x-"Y Rho 
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| mak-s known. and paſſeth 
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| . ' drawn unto Chrift. 

yeeld. - Therefore-labour 
[to get thy heart ſo farre| 
over-poured with | the 
[authority of the. truth, 
wharfoever it is that God 
reveals' to thee for thy 
good, and do nor reject 
the evidefice which God 


upon thy ſoul for thy e- 
verlaſting wel-fare , do 


| not(I ſay) reje it: aad| 


becauſe thou haſt not thar 
comfort that thou would- 


have none at all; it is not 


canſt not \, but becauſe 
thou wilt not receive the 
promiſe, that ſo. wracks| 
and. torments thy ſpirit : 


eſt, therefore thou wilt: 


 propegly becauſe thou| 


this-is it which breeds the | 


\ quarrel}: and hence mis 
& $- © Ho that | 


—— — 


nt —. 
m— gt BabaE td. enn— ] 


— 


[ 102 | The poor doubting Chriſtian 
= | that whenreaſonis ſatisfi- 
Ee. |. ed,and conſciece convin- | 
; \ced, ask the ſoul this que- | 
Eve ftion and ſay,are youper- | | 
| | {wadedthattheLord hath | 
| | done you good, and will | 
| thew everlaſting mercyto | 
|." ® your foul * no(faith he) 
| DB all the world ſhal not per-. 

ſwade me to that; Minj- 

: ters are mercifull, and |. 
| Chriſtians are charitable, 
1 & areloath to-diſcourage 
= me, as I ſhould do-to| 
; ' them ; but did:they know | 

| me indeed. theywould ne- 
ver think thus of mge,cer- 

' tainly I ſhall never finde |. 
{1tſo: What, Igrace® all | | 
the world ſhal never per- | 
3h ; {wade -me to it ; Mark 
| what I ſay, this is meerly | 
| thy pride and ſelf willd- | }. 
neſſe 


: . 
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|. arawnanto  Chritt MY \ 


neſle thar twill: not receive 


that good which God. is 
[willing to give thee, this | 
-helliſhand devilliſh pride | 


of. 'thine will coſt thee} 


'dear oneday. . - 
| But, wil ſome ſay, How 
is it pride 2 we are ever 


complaining .and | con- | 


demnivg our felyes; this 
cannot be pride. ; 
| Yes, I ſay.it is abomina- 


L. will ſbew thee, two- 


and -felf-willdnes againſt 


and bis own- conſcience, 


ble pride againſt the Ma- | 
jeſty of heaven, and that | 


wayes:Firſt; fora man-to| 
follow his own conceits | 


thetruth.and the force of | 
'reaſon;; and the witneſſe] 
of. the ſervants\.of God/| 


is: not this pride £. PEAS | 
Fakyeg E '5 Second. | 


193: 
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Commun mo——_—_—  — — 


be- 


pears in this, namely, 


|cauſe thou hift not what | | 


chouw-wouldeft,and in that 
manner and meaſure thou | 


|defireſt, and haſt nor that | 


fwectneſſe of grace and 
conqueſt over corruption | 


{that thou wouldeſt have, | 


therefore thou ingeſt a- | 
way all Gods kindenefſſe; | 


tH-is is infinite pride::That 
meaſure of mercy which| , 


God hath already ſhewed| 


ithy ſoul is incempr eben-|/ 


ſible,and yet becanſe _ 
cannot have what 

would, you will have oy | 
thing at all.Asa mani that | 
hath the Law' on his fide: | 


. 


'and*his-cftate ſetled on: © | 


him, yet becauſe his evi- 


.dences are not written in 


"gear 


Do 


Secondly,rhy | pride ap- 


by 


C 
* 
& 


| #8 | 
3 
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| 


| 
| 
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a £ 


great huge letters, and in 
| naveno grace, becauſcyou 
| have not ſo much as you| 


|. humility 


| 


I 


£4 


drawn unto Chrift. © | 


large paper, he throws 
them all away : ſo you 


would haye; you have no 
becauſe you 
have not fo muck humil:- 
ty:O pride, pride, 1n the. 
higheſt degree } 


Labour therefore to-| 


bring thy heart to-rhis | 
bleſſed ſubjeRion to the. 


truth of God, and. make'| 


it thy duty as well to. re- 


ceive comfort when God | 
good'| 
| grounds; as todo a- duty 


offers it upon - 


commanded ; ; and. know 


that it is-a ſinne to: re- |: 
jet mercy - when. God| 
1 offers it, 


as to killaman 
which God hath. forbid- 
der 
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{have been enemies. t0 
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den ; and therefore. you 
[Saints of God that have 


been peſtred thus , and- 


[your ſelves, when your | 
heuts begin to flideaway | 

thus,take your hearts,and | 
reaſon thus with your 
| fouls, 8& ſay, Good Lord, | . 
this is the proud ſtubborn. 

diftemper of this vile 
heartof mine;waat "ar : 
I have*is not Gods Word p 
(clear, and my.cenſcience | 

ſatisfied?donotthe Mini | || 
niſters of God affirm my 
ſtate-to be good *: And| || 
ſball- I thus diſbonour. ? 


Butwhat ſaith the poor S 
foul again ,, Muſt 1 cat| 
mine own words,and ſay.| - 


4 have erace,when b:fore} |! 
Ti :Þ 


——— 


X , 
as eEERe- 1 adi A 
. bs . 
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F drawn unts Crit. 
| I faid I had none? ; 


—_— 


Yes,and bethankfullto. 
God that thou maift ſay 
lo too; it is better for Fol 


| Spirit : take notice of it,. 


> » 


|.upon earth... 


to croſſe your own- hu- 
mours,. than crofſe: God 


and fear for ever,leſt that 
proud and ſtubborn ſoul 
 ofthine,which now refu- 
ſeth conſolation when 
God offers it, be forced to 
[eat thy fleſh , and come 

upon thy knees,and 1 never: 
ectcomfort to thy dying 
day;and though God ſave 
thee inthe end, yet thou-// 
thalr-be as it were in * 


One would have thoght 
'it had been humility in 


Peter to refuſe to let Criſs p 


waſh his feet, bur it NL. no-. 
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The poor doubting Chriſtian - 


| deed the only wayto cure 


| with himſelfa while, bur 


| of heart to take whatGod|- 


— 
* 


thing but pride,and there- 
fore Chriſt rakes him up. 
for it ſharply, (w*®. isin- 


this diftemper ) If 7 waſh 
thee not, thou haſt no part in 
me:if you will needs have: 
your owt-humours, ard. 
wil-not beperſwaded,you 
may get you down to hell 
with them : Peter pauſed 


at laſt when his. tomack 
came down, then, Lorg,vot: 
only my feet, but my hand,and 
heart and all, Tt is humility 


offers. Moſt Chriſtians | | 
think they” are. humble. | 
hearted, bur they are ſo]. 


farre proud, as they give 
leaye to this diſtemper :| 
therefore labour to over-|. 


maſter! 


$ 


ay" nm INE 


. 


heart of thine, with the | 


. | graves. Though he bring 


- = c—_—— er—_— 


P drawn wnto Chriſt. 


aller", this gain- -ſaying | 


authority of the Word of 
God, and tearnto reccive 
| mercywhenGod offers 1 it, 


leſt he take awaythecom: | 


and make you go howl- 
ing and roaring to your 


yon heaverrin the end; 
yet you may have a hell 


fort of his Spirit fro you, 


before you comethbirher. 
The laſt Rule'-is this, 


| 


| the 


which thyheart hath ſub- 


[enirred to, and keep it as| 
[the* beſt treaſure under 


heaven ;.and when thou 


"dence that thy eſtate is 
good, hear nothing a- 
_ ir; bur ſtick/faſt to 


Maintain the good Word | 


haft obraineRt certain evi- |- 
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| fay againſt thee, let them: 


tage againſt him, he will, 


| will follow every wrange | | 
ling Lawyer: at every u-| 
pertinent out: Rraying,he: 


The poor doubting C hriſtian in | 


the ſame, regard nothing, | 
bur out of the- word of | 
God,againſt that comfort | 
and evidence of thyfalva-| 
tion, which thou halt bin | 
peri waged of 2d the 


| reaſon have any thing to. 


bring Scripture, and rhen-| 
-yiel ro it;butwithour the | 

word hear nothing. Loek. 
as itis with am#thatis ar 
law for lads,ifhe have his- 
adverſary onthe hip, and: 
have gotten ſome adyan- 


— — 
—— 


keep him thers, and hold; 
himto-the poine. If. aman, 


will never: er haye any good: 


| ; | ſuc-- -4 


_—_ 
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wW draws unto Chriit. & 
ſucceſſe; it is the faſhion 
of many Attornies,rather' 
to breed quarrels, than to 


hold to the main point. 
[Deal with Saran as with 
a ſubrill adverſary that is 
ful of wiles and fetches. It 
.is:rhe cunning of the eni- 
'my tolead you out, and 


. ries;but be ſure to hold to 
that truth w'* you have 
[received frothe evidence 
of theWord,and the wit- 
nes of conſcience. When | 
|a man hath gotten ſme 


—— 


begins to play the lawyer | 
1n this manner : 
How the ſoul, being tempted, \ 


| xt 


ot them 3- and therefore | 


4 


he will have many vaga- | 


comfart, then the devill| | 


| may anſwer Satans accu | 


| 


ſation, 


Doft : 


_—_— 
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The poor doubting Chriſtian | 
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Doſt thou nor ſec how 
weak and poor thouart © 


thouwalkeſt to God 2 - 


yerit is astruethathe that 


his f1n,ſhall have mercy. . 
 But(faith the devil)doſt 


| nefle, and fectetly unwil- 
ling to.come to duties ? 


Lam fo, this vile heart of 
mine is backward to all 
good, and many unruly 


-—= 


how deſtitute of al ſaving,, | 
grace, . and how contrary | 


It is true(ſaiththe ſoul)I |. 
am laden with infirmitics, | 


 confeſſeth and forſaketh | 


thou nor ſee thatthouart | 
| | fulbof pride, and weak- | 


1tiserve( ſairh the ſoul) | - 


luſts bear ſway in me, yet 


| Nhate and deteſt this,and 


therefore ſhall finde mer- 
cy ; the Word laith fo. 


Burt'} 


OO IS 
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[you of Gods counſell? ſe- 
cret:thingsbelongtoGad. 
| +Indeed(faith the ſoul)T. 
know'not what Gods ſe- 
cret wil is,yet thisl know, 


hath no” pleaſure in the 


vites ſuch dayly to come| 
unto him. 

- | But(faith che devil)ma-, 
| nycozen theraſelves,mer- 
cy is a great thing , and| 
few obtain it, and why 
may not you becozened 
as well as others 2+ | 

| *Bur (faith the ſoul) the 
Lord will not cozen we, 
who -alone knows my 


"_ 


that the Word ſaith, He| 


death of a fianer but in- | 


heart, & the-word knows | 
what the Lord knows; 0n | 


| F8  drawnunto chrif. SY: 113 | 
But (ſaith the devil)are 


Satan. | 


"S17er. | 


Satan. | 


$73#BCr. 


'thatT relie. 


But 


Mo. 


4 - 
A 


—___—_————__l. 


Sinner, 


| I know my heatt by the 
| Word,that is the touch- 
ſtone of my life,therefore | 


Lord knows that I hate 


— 
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Bur(ſaith the deyil)nay 


that you rightly apply-it, 
heart do ſute together 2 - 


I deh:e as carneſtly-to 
have my ſinne purged , as 
I do to have it pardoned 


tothe Word Lrepair; the 


all ſininwardly,8& reform 
iroutwardly, & therefore 
I know 1 ſhall finde mer- 
cy: ſhew me a place of 


not you be deceiv'd.inthe. 
word?the word is true in- | 
deed, but how know you | 


anid that the word &your |. 


Why: (faith. the. ſoul). 


| 


| 


'Scripture-that ſaith I do 


| 


Eu Lea. ALT, 


- 


—_— 


not :rightly,; apply. the | 
Word, 1 mil balorye,! it; | 
| ut 


PS a 


——_———— 


-\} . drawn w unto o Chri. 


but1wil not believe thee, 
| forthou art aidehider;and 
 [#lyar: WThus hold tothe 
I Word, and the devillwill 
_ [be tired; and go away; 

| keep you here, for--if he 
catch you awandring af- 

| ter ſenſe and feeling, you 
| are gone. Thouthroughthy 
| Comandements: hat made 
' Vmewiler thin mine enimies, 
'Ciith Divid,} for they: are 
with mt. Saranks wiſc; 
and the fleſh, and carnall 
- reafori; and the wortd.,are 
wife 3-but bleſſed be our 
þ God” That - makes every 
[poor- ignorant ſervant: of 
his wiſerthan alcheſe;bbr | 
'how £ the Word muſt»be 
ever vith theto; you muſt 
{keep the 'Word with-you 


1 daily, WEB will:make 


Pſ.119 gs 


” 


192 : 


I: ſh 8.9. 


1isamiſſe, butget ground | 


|Word,and Ordinances of 


|but-get you out of. this| 

- {Caſtle;he hath you where 
' the wouldzif you will look | 

' [after every bird that flies, 


—_— 


The poor doubting Chriſtian 
you not know. only what 


againſt whatſo@ecc hin- 
[ders your Peace. _ 

\ Satan deals in this 
with the ſoul, as the eni- 
my deals in warre; when 
loſhua defeated the men of 
41, he got them out of}. 
[the City , and then they 
that lay-in ambuſh went 
and took it in, and burnt 
it with fire: ſo the devill 
| doth : Our Caſtle or City 
is thepromiſes , and the 


, 


God;now if the devil can 


and liftenafter every car- 
nall reaſon and temptari- | 
on, | 


/ 


i£ Drawn unto Crit. 


— 


once get you from: the 


you in his {nare, and 0- 
. [vercome you. . 
Little children, if ye 4- 
[bide in Gods Commanac- 
| ments, ye abide in 60d , ſaith 
the Apoftle: As if he had 
ſaid, Children, your eni- 
| Mics are many, and great, 
& cunning, therforc keep 
' | home, keep home; come 
| not abroad, and then you 


troubles ariſc* It.is the fa- 


children run abroad and 
catch a knock, they tell 
| rhem that theyare well e- 
aough ſerved, you might. 
have kept home when you 
had Warning. 


oh, you ate gone ;, if he|-- 


promile, he will intangle | 


ſhall-be ſafe, whatſoever | 


ſhion of parents, if their | 


Pe EET 


_The | 
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þ 


| 


t 


= 


4 


on merrily in our Chritti- | 
an courſe : let quarrels, 


Chriſt, and be for ever 


© A ouunmp__—_—. 


L ''Y©']}]©)O)YR—— A. ee en 


- The ifſue of this point 


is this, Judge thy ſoul by. 
the Word, and look upon | || 


thy ſacred part, and let 
that bear witneſſe for 
thee; and what the Word 
of God dothevidence to- 
thee , .that maintain and 
hear nothing againſt it-; 
this is the wayto receive 
conſtant comfort, and go 


troubles,and temptations 
come, yer keep you with- 
in doors,”-and reſt your 
ſelves vpon the riches of 
Gods free grice in Jeſus 


comforted, and you may 


go ſinging to Heaven,and| 
to. your graves, though | 
you meet with never ſo. 


many | - 


| bs Arann #9 unto AM 


the Promi le. 


Now I will ſhew you 
ſome Means. whereby- a 
man-may' ſo.improve his 
time, . that: at laſt he may 


| you mult | 
| 


15 - nd .Meahs under hea- 
| venaloxe will do it,” yer 
you muſt wait upon. 'Cod 
/1n the uſe of the means, 


J | uſe of the: means ; - and 


thetefore- the Text ſaith, | 


Meajns fo ics an Intereit in in; 


1 | obtainthis bleſſed cſtare ;| 
| | which are four: but-be-| 
| fore 'Þ begin; with: them; | 
<eadvertiſed of | 
thus mucly, that we may | 
uſe the-means , but there | 


|\for it is not the means |. 
|tharwilkwork faith; bur'| - 
the Spirit of God in the} 


G4. _— lane wor 


po 
_ 
© 


"{ to. 


v 
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| do it without us, becauſe 
| we are reaſonable men 
land women. The :Lord | 


| To.y0u it is given to beleeve, | 
for faith is the free gift of | 


God; itis God that muft 
do ir, and yet he will not 


affords us 'means, ard 


thoſe means; letthe:Lord 
do what he will , and let| 


{ we mu not think when 
\we have the means, then | 
we-can-get faith preſcn- | 


' | [a5 from the dead, muſt make. 
145 able tobeleeve, or elſe all | 
| theAngels in Heaven,and| 
| all cheMiniſters on earth; | 


therefore we are to wait 
upon him .in the uſe of 


us do what we ſhould : 


ly; for, as Paul ſaith, The 
ſame power that, raiſed up Te 


7 he poor doubting Chriſtian | 


and all the help that men| 


th 


| 


and 


4x " drawnunto-Chriſt, "4 


LES ance. ad 
and means'-can do'thee, 
|'will da thee no. good: the 
' f means are divers, as hear- 
ing and prayer, which are 
|the Conduits whereby 


but. I let thoſe: paſſe and 
| onely faſten, upon thoſe 
which | are needfull for 
feeble Chriſtians to bring 
them unto this. bleſſed 


Firſt, we muſt;, agmuch 


pluck awayal thoſe props 
| that.'the-{oul leans upon, 


; cqurs.,; and - whatſoever 
{ ontward - contentment. it | 
{is, which a poor finner. 
doth -repair and betake | 
\himſelf'te for relief and 
jhelp , that when all theſe | 
Joins)... £2 ae 


ces 


God communicates faith; | 


(Rate, and'thoſe aretheſe.. | 


andall thoſcoutward ſuc- | 


as in us lies, labour-'tg PI v | 


| 


wo 


þ , 


{-- 
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| aretaken from: us, we may. 
| be forced to-go for ſuc- 
cour there-where-tis-to| 
 behad.Itisrhatiwhich re-| 


' mains in the nature of | 


| man, and-that which: is | 


| hatural ro us al, even from : 
our firſt Parents}: tharwe | 


would: /have'the taffe inn 


our own hands , and ſup-| 


port-our own ſouls , -and 
lopplyallhoſe necedties 


uw lieupenus:; - INTL 
© Now-the-way to take | 


the ſoule. leane' upoh| 
Chriſt, is, to- pluck -a- | 
way 'all vthey props; fot | 


the >taft- thing” that we |. 


.come to'/;" isthe promiſe; 


and if'we cauld find good 
any where'elſs, we would) 
neverigo:t6Chiſt * 5 God! 1 


hears Ref us 5 ahdthere- q 


F4 
: 


tore 'y. 


all proviſion,. and ſtop all, 
| paſfages that none may 


! 


os 
| fore we ſhould do. with 


then they will be forced 


APr—_. 


IO 


"Gow unto Chri#. 


our ſelves as the. enimy 


doth with a_ City belſie- | 
ged;when he would make 


them yeeld,the only way 
is to familh them , cut off 


come to relieve them,and 


toyeeld themſelves tothe 


Rill , truſting to. our own 


werey of the cyimy; ſo.ir | 
1s with our. nature, we are 


ltrength, and'relying up- 
ing of guy 0 OWN; 
therfore faraiſhaby heart, 


and cut-off all the-means: 


and comfort whereby.th 


| heart-may be ſuccoured; 
and: thy 


conſcience qui-. 
eted)and whenthy heart 
is famiſhed., it will then 
% > ſeck. 


, 


es hs. rr i tes 4 ae, 4 


—— 


ſeck to a Saviour: , and 


''o our ſouls muſt have. 


It. 


fitians, and 


lhe would never -haye 


all theſe failed, then the 


for her diſtrefled nature: 


ſomething to ſupport 


lie there, becauſe there is | 
| noother thing to ſupport ; 


The poor woman in| 
the Goſpel had ſpent all| 
her goods upon the Phy- | 

ſhe had had | 
but- a- little - means left, | 
yea, but-one farthing to- | 
| Fen, for anything Tknow 


gone to Chriſt; but when | 


themſelves upon, forthey-| 
| eannotlive withour: ſome| 
ſupport. Now therefore| | 


when |} 


"The be poor or doutting Clif F 


was forced to ſeck to/| | 
Chriſt, that was ready and'| 
willing” to do any thing-| 


—\ 


Fs 
4 £4 
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\ | caſt away+thoſe outward 


-” Sopw. 


OE... 


drawn unto Chri#t, | 


| when all our carnal hopes | 
aretakenaway, we muſt | 


needs ſtay upon the pro- 


4 Fi - | 
miſe,becauſe we have no- | 


thingelſe. It is not re- 
quired-that a man ſhould 


comforts that Go »y af- 
fords him; but onely this, 
that though you have al, 


BY 


ct. labour to get your 


ſeek too much content in | 


ſtaves,which will not on-; 


|ly cozena man;but pierce| - 


him too. 


F 


heart to ſee and acknow- - 
ledge the: emptines of all | 
theſe, & let not the heart | 


them; for theſe are all but | 
| lying vanitics,and broken 


| Now when the ſout|- 
. ſeeth thefe things cannot |. 


F. 4 in 
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ſuccour-him, but lay: him| 


> 
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[in the duſt, then he wil be | 
content to have his heart | 
ſevered from them. Itis: 
with the foul as it-was 
| with Noa/5Dove,when the 
| Ark began to reſt upon 


 Neah ſent out the Dove, 
but the Dove fomnd no veſt 
for the ſole of her foot : No 
pw 0 there were many 
dead carkaſes,but the dove 


_ | found noreſt till ſhe came 
' {to the Ark again ; ſo 


when a man findes no reſt 
in any thing the creature 
affords , and can get no 
footing for the ſoul to 
| tay. it ſelf upon them, 
then it betakes it ſelf to 
Chriſt, and goes home to 
' the! promile, and teſts 
| there; and expects from 

thence 


— 


| 


| 


the-Mountain of 4raras, ill 


— 


 dranm #9 #pto oObritt... 


Lmmomraa——ons 


| thence: "what. is needfull ; 

'as in the art of ſwim- 
fl [ming, he thatwill ſwim 
wot pluck his feet from 


himſelf to the. 


| 


put  afy-. 
them: but learn by. our 


ſelves wholyto che pow- 
erof the promiſe, and re- 
ceive:-- 


thenceons! Je: 
{. Lev not the oods of this 


and plesſwre decerverthees. 


F.-5 heart 


CR. 


the botcome; and commir 
ſtream |. 
to bear him up ; ſo. we |: 
muſt pluck . our hearts |. 
from theſe things &them/| 
from us, ;, znd though we 
have honour and -prefer- | 
mefits, yet we rmuft not | 
confidence- in | 


{COMtOre from | 


belceving; to commit our | 


nh. hc 


— 


| 


world ; honow, and profit, |. 


&d the ride of Pharaons || 


| 7 | 
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71 #1he help" of may, Labour | 


_ | windings of thy ſpirit; for|* 
it is woaderfulto:ſce kow 
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heart deliver him2didthe |: 
riches of Divesſave him? : 
did Herods applauſe thart.| | 
ſhe had, deliver-him ? did | 
theſe gods fecure-them 2 j 
nay , have. they not left 
them inthe-lurch 2 there- | 
fore ltct ustake-our hearts 

off f-om theſe things;and | 


ihave 2 baſe (eſteem of 
{them and-fee a vanity and 


| 


cmptineſſe, and inſufnci- 
ency in them, that we; 
may" beforcedto ſeck-to| 

ChriP, and ſay-as Davrd /* 
| 


4 
= 


ſaid, Help , Lord, for-ain| 


thereforeto ſeethe privy | 
pranks of thy :-ownhearr; |. 
and hunt out alk thoſe 
mazes-and. turnings and 


NERIENS. ... 


mg 
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' drawn untoChri#. 


[in every by-corner for 


| tisfa torymercy and free-| 


my b % 
% 
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her comforts upon every | 
hedge,and ſhift and ſhark 


comfort: Now when thon | 
ſeeſt thy heart thus ſeck- 

ing to ſettle it ſelf, pluck 
away that prop, and ſee | 


| the emptineſle of it, and |. 


then thy heart will be fit | 
and ready to-- g0- unto | 


Now whenthis is tines! 
thereis a little way made . 
that the - promiſe. may : 
come to the ſoul;therfore | 


have yourhearts poſſeſſed | 
thorowly,and perſwaded | 


pr 


pf that good vvhich is is; 
the promiſe, 8& of that-ſa-\ 


j& 


the ſoul is ready to-hang | 


Chriſt, | 3 


Means 2. 


labor-inthe ſecodplaceto/| 


effetually of the fulneſſe|- 


__ neſſe 1: 


/ 


. - Is - 
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| neſſe of the grace of God 
inChrift, that ſo the ſoul | 
may be <ftabliſhed with | 
that full content which is |. 
| ro be had inthe riches of 
the promiſe. But mark 
whatl ſay.perſwage your | 


heart of it, and con-| 


you zre able to diſpute | 
| fomewhatfully of the &x- | 
 cellency of the promile, | 
| and of the riches of Gods} 
free grace ; What is this 
to-the purpoſe that the 
| beart knovvs this, Gcyct 1s 
fore-ſtalled that it comes- 
not ta the promile2there- 
fore leave not thy heart 
[til]-it come to make that | 
account ol the promiſe, 
that the Word aith-it is 
' worth:1-ſay,leave got thy. 
ASE eh heart| 


| 


cs. 


4 les OT 2 
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| tent not your ſelves that | 


hh——— 
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Rot drawn unts Chri#t. 
heart till thou ſee the pro- 


| miſe of grace moſt beauti- 
_ | fulinthycye,ard that thy 
| heart may gain ſome car- 


neſt touching the good- 
kefle of God, & the riches 
of. his grace towards thee; . 
and bring thy. heart to 
know and ſce. that the 


the riches 8& honors that | 
thou canſt have, or the 


| dence and reſolnjon,ahd 


| faithfulnefſe we have try- 


world can beftow : They 
that know thee, will truſt in 
thee, for thou Lord ha#. ne- 
wer failed them that ſeek: 
thee: This kinde of knows-- 
ledge ever breeds confi- 


promiſe is better than all 


porkwages the heart; We. 
re truſt a friend whoſe. 


ed... and reſt upon that 


F 
| _ 


Plal.g.:10.|_ 


— 


which 


«+ w_ "_ 
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| 
Pla 72416, 


| which we know by expe- 
rience; The promiſes are 
| of a tried truth; ſeek from: 
| one end of the heavens to: 
| the other, turn all the 


any man leaned. on the! 
promiſe, and theLord did 
not perform that which 
he had promiſed for the 
good of his foul 2 Except 
the Lord had been my ac- 
light , T ſhould have periſhed 


heart alſo ;, out thou art the 
ftreneth of my heart; ana my 
portien for ever. Here lies a 
great weight, and it isa 
work of marvellous diffi- 
culty, and great necemity; 
| and therfore that thy hart 
| May fit down ſatisfied in 
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| Bible over,and ſee ifever | 


in my troubles ( ſaith Da | 
vid.) My fleſh faileth,and my | 


—— 


: = _ the 


mm. 
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drawn unto Chriſt. | 133 | 


ter good in the promiſe 


what it is that the heart! 


{would do with a corrupt: 


| | 


. 
o 
T, 


|the ſufficiency.of the pro- 
miſe, lwilpropound three; . 


- 


— SW 


rules how you may im- 
prove | the promiſe, for. 
your uttermoſt bencfit. 
Firſt, labour dayly to: 
preſent to thy foul a grea- 


than thou canſt fee any 
where elſe : Ir is a mans 
Skill , and it ſhould be his, 
endeavour-dayly.to- dog 
his heart, -and to--look | 


deſftres moſt, and preſenta 


greater good to. thy. ſoul | . 


therein, than in all things 


thou canſt have  clite-| 
- '|where.. We: ſhould deal: 


with our-hearts as a man. 


Jiſticez: when he, would 
have himto bc.0n his {ide. 


the.\”_ 


Howto 


| 1mprove 
the promi- 
ſes of our | 
| benckr, 


Li. Met band A — 
La at — A. 
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the promiſe; than can be 
| had inallthe world. Here: 
is an. exceeding weight off glo- 


EE > 
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the onely-way is to: bribe 
him; (though that is ſin- 
ful)yet it is good to bribe 
the corrupt heart withthe 
g00dnes of the promiſe, | 
that the heart may cleave. * 
to.it,and long afterit. Do 
honours,or riches,.or the 
applauſe of men, . orany | 
carthly i pleaſures -6ffer- 
thee content and ſatisfa-. 
Rio * then perſwade thy 
heart there -is, a greater 
worth: and-excellency in 


ryC he that hath:this pro- 

miſe ſhall bemjde axe, 
and ſhalt have glory that 
will ever van;fh:doth thy. 
heart hanker afrercarthily 


FPTLISY.: n 


—ſ_ 
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drawn unto Ebrift. 


find a greater mirth in the 
'promife,than inthecrack-' 
1 [ingof theſe. thorns; (and- 

_. [fo I may ſay of any thing. 
elſe) Doth- thy heart han- 
ker.ofter riches? then tell | 
thy heart that there arc 
Vuſearchable” viches in 
Chrift, and through him 
we have title to all the 
promiſes of this life and a 
| better ; we know: he that 


gain,hath it; therefore we 
| ſhouldoblerve the goings 
out of our hearts, 8& what 
offers it ſelf: to- give vs 


. | our ſouls with a greater 
good in God, than in all 
things elſe, | by 
' Oh the height , and 


offers moſt for the bar- | 


moſt content, and preſent | 


depth, 
and length and breadth f. the 


love ! 


\ 
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love of Chriſt, which pal PA 


knowledge. 


The -confideration of} 


this, as 1t works a longing | 
after Chrizi, and the pro-| 


miles, ſo it ſhould-fill our 


faces with ſhame and-con- |- 
fuſio, thatever we ſhould|- 
ſet light by fuch riches of | 


mercy, and walk uawor- 


thy of ſ@ great ſalvation. }. 


Could ' we comprehend 


the unmeaſurable dimen- | 
ſions of: Gods love and | 


goodnefle reycaled in his 
Word, how would our 


| hearts. "be enflamed- to- 


wards him?>Whenthe fin- 


ner thinks thus with him- |: 1 


ſelf : I that have done 
all that I could againſt ſo 


good aGod,that my keart | 
even bleeds to think of | 


AT. 


u, i ; 


. 
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F 


| ey J 
| dramnunts Chriſt. 
tt, there was no name 
under Heaven that I tore 
in pieces, butGods name, 


| heart blood, I have rent and: 
[torn a thouſand times. 


my ſoul ſo much-deſpi- 
fed, as the comand of the 
ſpirit that ever ſpake to 
_| Loxd.O how many ſweet 
' | motions hath the Lord let 
into my ſoul, thereby to 
pluck me from my baſe 


byhowmanymercics hath 


| hath he invited me to for- 


his-wounds, and life, and | 


Nay, there was no com- | 
mand in the world that | 
Lord Jeſus, There was no | 


me, which I ſo much re-| 
fiſted as the Spirit of the|- 


| 


courſes8& finful practiſes! | 


he allured ime ? by how| 
many gracious promiſes | 


| akel 


te 


———_— —— — 
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| The poor doubting Chriſtian | 
ſake my finnes , and turn: 
[unto him. * But I have |. 
flown: it the face of his: 
Miniſters, and bleſſed Spirit,,| 
and rejected. all: terms |. 
of reconciliation. If I had: 
layn in a dungeon, and | 
been plagued: with +or- | 
ments. all: my: life time ; 
yea,though I had another 
world ful of miſeryto live | 
in, L ſhould COUNT: itinfi- = 
nitemeroy , {o-the Lord | 
would patſeby toy finfull |. 
miſcarriages, and pardon 
thefe:inward rebeHions. 
| But that' Go» :ſhould/| 
| fend his:deareft Sonne to:| 
| love me; and that ſo in- 
| comparably , ſo incon- | 
ceivably,thati1 could not 
-poiſiblyhate him,fo much | 
as he loves. & afteds —_ | YT - 


4 a th —_— 


<A 


© rawmunto Chriſt. 


2 


1I could not fo exceed in 
unkindneſſe towards him, 


as he: hath exceeded in; 
howges' compaſſis towards 
? Were it not righte- 


ns with God, never to 
ipeak cotafort imore- to 


my foul, that have 'ſo| 


light! y-eſteemed his pro- 
miſo & word'of comtort? 
Had it not been juft with 
Gov to! take 2dvanrage 
48ainſt me? Was it nor 
juſt thac-I'which lived in 
ſinne, ſhould have perith- 


ed 'in'\my finne'? Had it | 


not been uſt that'Þ who 


haveſs Ar loved cor- | 


|ruption, ſhould have rea- 
|pedithe bitter fruit of it 


Jonprere this? Bur that the 
Lordſliouldfinde aneni-] 
m Tue not ”_ a } 

that. 


G = _—_— 
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:|that he -ſhould give his| 
| beloved Sor out of his bo- 


[not to be expreſled. 'Oh | 
[the 4c2rh of his mercy, 

' [beyond my deſire! Oh the 
{bredth of this mercy with-| 


have acceſſe: to the pro- 


_ .| and ſay, Standby profits 
andplcaſures,and prefer- 


= 
—_—_—_ 


| depth -of this:mercy be-| 


Teſs Chrift ,. and put. a| 
| wonderful price uponthe | 


| -The poor doubting Chriſtian I | 


ſome.to-ſave him, is love 


out all bounds !: Ob-the 
lenzth of this -mercy be-| 
yond all times ! Oh the 


yond all ſin-and miſery ! | 
Labour ' therefore. to| 


miſe with thy-ſoul, and 
ſpeak a good word for It, 


ments, room for theLord 


———— 


romiſe; this is an 'eyer- | 
aſting rule , whatſoever |. 


_the 


—_—_— —— 
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[the ſoul. doth account as | 
beſt. that.it will chuſe and 
| leave all others forit. I} 
would have the ſoul out- 
" {bid the world,and labour |. 
[to out-ſhoot thee devil in 
| his own Bow, and thoſe | 
things which the devill 
jcaſts in thy way ,-for hin- | 
 dering thy{oul from.com- 
ing to the.promiſe, let 
thoſe things-be as means ' 
to uſher in -the promiſe. 
As thus, when thou ſeeſt 
thy heart look aftcr 
friends, let thoſe friends 
' {uſher the way to think on | 
the infinite love and 'fa- 
[veur of Gop in Chrift; 
|-and when thy hart would 
fain hunt after wealth, let 
| this uſher a way to the | 
promiſe, and ſay, If the 
| heart | 


ee. A—_— 


— om. 


aaa 
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/ 
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in the: riches of G 


clfe. 

The ſecond rule is, la- 
[bour to. convince thy 
| heart of this, that all the 
thingsin the world with- 
out the promiſe are - not 
good, and hadit thou all 


' that the earth can afford 


withour a promiſe, they 


| for, it goes a kinde of be- 
ing and ſubſtance'to ll; 


honour and riches if they 
be not in faith; they, are 


eee, oY 


The poor doubting Chriſtian | 
| From find ſuch content in | | 
riches, what would it find 


grace in Chriſt ? thus pre-|- | 
ſent a greater good in the | 
promiſe,than in any thing | 


weretathera curte to thee | 
_ |than a bleſſing. Faith &| 
'Heb. 13.1. ' the ſubſtance of things hoped | 


there is no ſubſtance in|. 


clogs| | 


| 


: N : 


Sh Vs 


IS 


| drawn unto Chriſt. 

{clogs and ſnares to a man, 
except. faith-give a title 
|[thereunto, and a bleſſing 
therewith;all our prayers 
haye no ſubſtance inthem, 
but are poor and cmpty 
words without faith in the 
promiſe,to have what we: 
pay tor: the moſt broken 
| and mean prayer, when 


utter four words with any 

| ſenſe, yet if itbe mingled 
withfazth, is a very pow- 
erfull prayer.; and. the 
| { ſubRance ofall your hea- 
F [ring, and my [qty 
(lies in faith , otherwiſe 
they are but loſt labor, for 


a poor cteature can ſcarce | 


| 


faith. is it that gives a kind |- 


| of being” to whatſocver| 
we ſpeak or do. 


N 
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| The third Rule in this]. 
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ſecond 
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| The poor doubting Ch riſtian | 


ſecond means isthis, La-| 
bour to acquaint thyheart 
with the goodneſle of the 
-promiſe, before carnall 
reaſon comes & pofſeſles 
thy heart, how that the 
promiſe is moſt ſure, and 
will come when it is moſt 
ſeaſonable, and is beſt for 
thee, and when God ſees 
it moſt fit we ſhal certain- | 
ly have it; Let mus therefore 
come boldly to the Throne of | | 
grace, that we may receive| | 
comfort and mercy in time of 
 xced; not when I ſee it fir, | 
but when God ſees fit ;; 
this is it which carries a-| 
way many poor figfull 
hearts from reſting upon 
the promiſe of God;ſom- 
times the heart 1s a little 
«fected with the cxcel- 
| lency 


| drawnantoChriſG, | 
lency of the riches of Gods 
| grace, 68 ſeeth whatgreat | 
chings theLord hath done 
for his ſoul, and faith, Oh | | 
that I were ſuch a one,ard ; 
let me dy the death of the 
-|righteous ! but when it 
- [comestopaſſcthat he hath 
not preſent caſe and com-| 
fort, then he caſts away 
the good promiſe of the 
Lord, and the devill pre- | 
vails wondcrfully with | 
theſe poor creatures : | 
ag one ich the fe 
ct, When the fig-rree ſhall  Hab.y; x7.) 
| re bleſſome , Penne ſhall , E - 
the fruit be on the Vines, E 
| when the labour of the Olive 
1| | | ſhall fail, andyceld no fruit, 
then will I rejoyce in the Lord, 
und joy in the God of my ſal- 
vation, ſaith the Prophet, 
G 2 com- 


— 
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46 | Thepoor doubting Chriſtian 


thereby ; then ſhall I be 


cofort from the promiſe, | 
and fromthe Lord Jeſus 
' Chrift is then reaſonable, | 
when 'T- have moſt need, | 

& may receive moſt good | 


ſure tohave-the promiſe 
ſo to ſurprize my heart, 
that it - may be poſlefſed | 
with the all-ſufficieticy 
of it. ES 
In the third place ſee 
that thou expeRteſt all the 
good which thou needeft| 
and canſft defire,from that | | 
ſufficiencyofthe promiſe; | 
do not think- to bring| | 
aty good with thee to the 
promiſe, but ge to the] 
promiſe for all good;/here 
are all the cords of mercy 
that muſt draw thee, and] 


there is the all-ſufficiency 
| _ that! 


———_—_—_ 


| 


Pp EEE 


”—_ 


draws unto Chrift. 


ENS 


that can upply all thy 


| 


{then I might expe ſom 


wants, look for all from: 


thence,and expetpower 


| from the. promiſe to cna- | 


ble thee todo whatſoever 
thou wouldſt, 8&.to make 
thee able to beleeve the 
promiſe. | 


It is a weak plea for a 


man to ſay, I dare not 
look to the- promiſe, 1 
cannot beleeyc;if I-could, 


| Thou ſhalt never be- 


—— 
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/ 


| ; | | 


leeve upon theſe tearms, | 
thou muſt not firſt have. 
faith, and then go to the. 
promiſe, but thou muſt. 
firſt go to the promile , | 
and from thence receive 
power to make thee able 
to beleeve the promile, 

| =—z 0&0; 


P 


___ ——_—_— 
= 


Prurg47 |© Lord remember thy Word 
| haft cauſed me totruft. When 
' men are enlarged inlove 
to a man, ahd make fair 
promiſes, this perſwades 
the heart to truſt tothem, 
and to rely upon them for 
202d ; therefore a man 


———_—— 


The poor doubting Chriſtian | 


zo thy ſervant , wherein thou | 


doth uſe to ſay,I durſt not 
have thought it, nor ex- 
peaed,if you had hot pro- 
miſed it; fo the promiſe 
of God madeto the foul, 
makes the ſoul to reſt up- 
{ ON It. | 

Toexped faith without 
a promiſe, isall once as if a 
man ſhould expe a crop 


miſe is the immortall ſeed 
. | of Gods Word, whereby 


| 


in 


' without ſeed;for the pro- | 


| the Spirit breeds this faith | 


——. 


| aramnumoChritt. 


in the hearts of allthatare 
his. The how &© coming, 
[_ now is, when the dead 


Sonne of God , and they that 
hear it fe live : It is ſpo- 
ken of railing of a dead 
| man from thegrave of ſin. 


Chriſt to the ſoul, before 
there can be anEcho again 


| the power of the pro- 
mile_mauft.. come to rhe 
foul, and we muſt hear 
the voyce of God inthe 
| promiſe,before we can re- 
[turn an Echo againto the 
| Lord:the Lord ſaith,Come 

t0 7, and the ſoul ſaith, 
| I come,Lord, When thou 
ſeeſt much deadnefle and 
unfitneſſe of hearf,do not 


| 


Coram 


Firſt, there is the voice 6f | 


ſhall hear the woyce of the | 


of the {ſoul to Chriſt ; ſo} 


; 


Yd 


G 4 thou 
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The poor denbting Chriſtian | 
thou go away, and look 
off from the promiſe,and 
ſay, Thus I am,and ſo it 1s 
with me ; bur rather goto 
the promiſe, & ſay,what- 
| ſoever frailties I finde in 
my ſelf, yet I will look to 
the Lord, and to his pro- 


| miſe /; forif 1 want faith, 
the promiſe muſt ſettle me 


more and more therein, 
I muſt not bring faith to 


| requitesno more ofa man 


the promiſe , but receive 
faith from thence, and 
therefore I will wait till 
the Lord pleaſe to work 
=. 


Laſtly, labour to yeeld 
to the equall condition of 


{ the promiſe, and make no 


more canditios than God 
makes ; now the promiſe 


_—. 


2 


— 


LO —— 


(x; drawn anto Chrit, 
'but that he ſhould come 
'and lay hold on mercy ; 
therefore do thou require 
no more than God inthe 
[promiſe requires ; there 
.1Senough in the promiſe 
to do thee good, therfore 
expe all good from it, 
2nd be content to go to 
the promiſe, and take of 


YE 


_ |therein offered.. Buy with- 
{ out moxey ; This is the con- 


Milk, _that.is, grace and 
ſalvation; without mony, 
that is, without ſufficiency 


[may - famiſh - before be 
Hg. G 5 comes; 


dition that - God- offers | 
mercyupon, buy wine and |. 


of your own : if a man| 
ſhauld go running up and | 
down to borrow money | 
before he come to buy, he | 
3 


b-4 


God wharſoever he hath 7 


'B, 


4 


Eſay 55.34 
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come; ſothe Lord offers 
Chriits mercy and fſaivati- 
on, and ſaith, Come,take 
it without money, and we. 
runne up and down to. 
borrow money of prayer, | 
and dwi/cs,and power againſt 

corruption, but you may be. 


you 80 this way to WOrk: 
Therefore make Gods 
comodiriesno dearer than 
God himſclf makes them; | 
for this is the cauſe why 


| tnany apoor ſoul is kept | 


fromcoming to the pro-| 
miſe : Oh, Pich one, If I. 
were able to maſter my. 
finnes and diſtempers , as. 
fuch a one can do, then L 

would beleeve; this. isto, 


{ bring money ;but art thou 


content to have. Chriſt," 


and. | 


be... A__——_—_ 


ſtarved before yau buy,if| 


M———— 


— —E_—_— 


| aArawy unto Chri#. 


and that Chrift may haye. 
thee, and rule thee, and 
ſupply thy wants, and re- 
veal thy finnes, and heal 
| thy corruptioas; then go- 


thereby will ſupply thy 
| Wants, and maſter all thy. 
ſinnes and corruptions ;;. 
but. that muſt come after- 
wards; When I paſſed by 
thee, and ſaw thee in thy. 
blood (ilaich the Lord) and 
behold the time was as the 
time of love, and I ſpread my- 
Skirt - over thee ,, and :covered- 
thy nakeande.; yea, I en-; 


tred into :4 covenant with-| 


| 


(that is,you-were content | 
| that : God thould marry 
you in all your ragges)and 


Mm b) gy ————_— 


tothepromiſe,& theLord | 


thee, andtheu becameſt mine; | 


w 


s waſhed thee with water, yea, | 
| 
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| The e poor doubting Chriſtian | 


\'T 1 therowly waſhed away thy 
' blood from thee, and anzoint- 
ed thee with ol, 1 cloath- 
cd thee alſo with broidered 
work, Firſt, he marries 
the Church to Himſelf, 
and then he gives grace, 
and paſleth over his eſtate | 
to his Spouſe. Were it not 
| a wonderfull great folly, | 
if ſome great King ſhould 
| make love to a poor Milk-. 
maid , and the ſhould put. 
[1t off and refuſe the match 
till ſhe were a Queen, 
| whereas,if ſhe will match 
with the. King, he will 
make her a Queen after- 
{wards 2:So we muft not 
look for ſan&:fication, 


{till we come to- the Lord 
iin vocation ; for this is all | 


| theLord requires of thee, | 
=" 0 


on umgEgen— ap wy —<D ———- <= D—_ 


LO a— 


[;:450% drawn tunts Chriff. 


to ſee thy ſinnes, and be 


content that the Lord Je- 
ſus ſhall reveal whar is 
amiſle, and take it away, 
and that the Lord ſhould 
21ve thee grace, then the 
Lord will bring thee to 
himſelf, and thou ſhalt 
receive mercy frem him, 
and then all thy corrupti- 
ons ſhall fall to the 


round; To ſum up the 
point briefly thus : 

' Firſt, when we have 
pluckt away all carnall 


' props, there is way made 


for the promiſe to come 
tous... _ 

1:Secodly,whetour barts 
are poſſeſſed tharowly of 
the ſufficiency of Gods 


l 


promiſe and grace , then 
SEE. the. 


weary of them, and be 


| 


; 


| 


Fo 
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the promiſe draws nect to 

the ſoul.. | 
Thirdly, when we ex- 

pea al from the promile, 


| evcn power to come to 


the promiſe;then the pro- 
miſe layes held upon us. 
Fourthly, when we are 


content to yeeld -to the 


equall conditions of the 
promiſe,then the promiſe 
CatTIeS us Quite away. 

- Thus we have ſren the 


hindrances removed, and 


the means propounded: 
and now that we may be 
moved & perſwaded im- 
portunately to ſcek after 
this bleſſed grace of God, 
let us confider thus much; 


if you once getthis grace, 
you get all other graces | 


with it; it 15a ground of 
com- 


tate. ct 
mh ed 
ood 


| 
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drawn unto Chriſt, 
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comfort to ſet a man a | 
work, when.in the doing. 


of one work be. may do | 


another,nay,all works; ſo 
itis inthe work of faith ; 
it ſhould encourage us to 
labour for faith, becauſe if 
we get this, we get all : 
men thatare wiſe to pro- 
vide for themſelves, 8 to 
lay. out their money in a 


purchaſe for the. beſt ad- 


vantage,if they ſee it well 
wooded & watered, cſpe- 
ciallyif there be ſomegol- 


den Mynes,all their mind 


will be upon that, becauſe 
if they have that, they | 


have all with it ; ſo it is 


|here,get grace,and get al; 


ſtrengthen this, and all is 
Krong; want this, 8& want 
all;once get this, and you 


need 


* th 
Ee. * —_ La an - bps, 
, 
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Faith to be 
laboured 
\ [for aboye 
all graces, | 


<_- 


| The poor doubting Chriſtian | 


need not to ſeck for wiſe- 
dome, for fath will make 


| you wile to ſalvation, and 


you need not labour for 
patience, for faith will 
make you patient, 8& faith 
will bring holinefſe with 


brings all grace. Now the 
Saints of God endeavour 


corruptions ; but yet they 
are feeble and weak ther- 
in, becauſe they take not 
the right way. 
Many a poor ſoul 


ven for mercy;and prayes 


[heart ; and he is weary of 
(his life, becauſe his vile 
heart remains, and yet 


mourns and cries to hea- 


| 


it to purge you, forfaith | 
with much pains to get 
 grace,and to ſubdue their | 


againſt a ſtubborn hard 


þ : happily/ | 


F:-> 


1 


' | kutlet faith go to Chriſt, 
{and there is meeknes, pa- 


'|thren, if you ſet ſuch a 


| faith , get that, and you. 
"or & f Facry 


hy ES 


| dome,and faith will fetch 


 jrann une brite 


happily never gets little 
or any redreſs; & the main 
wound lies here. Alas. 


[you go the wrong way.,. 


for if you would have 


| grace,you muſt rt of all 


vet faith, and that will 
bring all the reſt; buy the 


field, and the Pearl is | 
| yours; you muſt not ſtand | 
| ſtrugling & ſtriving with 


your own hearts, and 
think to maſter a proud 
heart, that will ot do it ; 
tience, humility and wiſe- 
all theſe to the ſoul. Bre- 


price upon _any of theſe 
graces, then labour for 


Es 


mad 
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ſaith , We af with open face 
beholding,as in 4 glaſſe, the 
glory of the Lord, are changed 
ints the ſame Image. from 
elory to. glory. The Lord 
Chriit.is the glaſſe, and 
the glorious grace ofGod 
in Chrijt js compared to 
| the glory of the Lord ; 
therefore firſt we muſt 
| behold the grace in Chriſt 
byfaich,bcfore we can re- 
ceive grace; firſt, ſce hu- 
mility in Chriſ#,, and then 
fetch it there ; firſt, ſee 
ſtrength and courage to 


and then fetch it. Would 
not you be content to 
have a meek, gracious and 


F— IT 
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The poor doutting Chriſtian | 
ſhall haveall; the Apoſile| 


| 


enable thy. weak heart, | 


bumble heart *: I dareun- | | 
dertake for:many. of .you | 


* 


| whole, forthey goall to- 


an unts Chriſt. 
that you had rather have 
it, than any thing under 
heaven, and you would 
think it the beſt bargain 
that ever you made ; and 
you ſay, Oh that I could 
once ſee that day , that 


might be humbled. If I 
could ſee the blood of 
my ſins, I ſhould think my 
ſelf happy, anddefire to 
live no longer ; then get 
faith, and ſo buy the 


gcther;you muſt not think 
to have patictce & meek- 
neſſe without faith, but 
buy faith, and you ſhall 
have all together :Would 
you have the. glory 


this proud heart of mine | - 


of] - 
| |God,&be more heavenly 
olt,| 


| 161 | 


minded, then look t 


getl. 


lm 


and look up to the glory 
of God inthe face of Je- 
Chriſt,and then you ſhall 
ſee it ; but hold you there 
then.and this wil increaſe 


everlaſting peace & com- 
fort. When men uſe to 
make a purchaſe, am wil 
reckon up all, and ſay, 
There is ſo much wood, | 
worth ſo much, &ſo much 
ſtock, worth ſo much,and 
when they offer for the 


| T he poor doubting Chriſtian | 
get it by the eye of faith, | 


all your graces, to your| 


| 


whole, anſwerable to all 
the parcels : fo there is! 
| tem fora heavenly mind, 
that is worth thouſands, 
and Item for an humble 


ons.:And are theſe graces 
worth ſo much * what is 


ee te ct 
— 


heart, that is worth milli- ! - 


| faith | 2 


{7  dramnunts Chriſt. 


faith worth then 2 O pre- | 
clous faith!ir wil bring all 
graces with it,one degree 
of grace after . another ; 
grace here,and happineſſe 
for ever hereafter. If we 
have any hearts of men, 
(1 donot fay of Chriſti- 
ans ) me thinkes this 
ſhould provoke us to 
to labour for this 
bleſſed grace 
of God. 


— 


